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SPEECH 

HOS". CUSHMAN K. DAVIS. 



The Senate fiartng under consider atloa the resolution ei . .. ..._ 

FaTK January a, 1384, proposing to declare as tbe opinion o( the Senate Chat, 
pending the Inveatlgatlon by the Comnilttse on Foreign Kelations, there 
should be no Interference on the part ot the Goveitunent Ot the UHHflfl 
States with affairs in HaTrall— 

Mr. DAVIS said: 

Mr. President; Oq the 4th day of March, 18&3. there was no 
qtieetion peading between this Government and the Government 
of Hawaii except the consideration of the treaty ol annexation. 
All preceding- queslions, whatever they were, had been gathered 
up into the recognition of that Government, and had been settled 
in the most fiolema form by the conclusion of a convention which 
had been submitted to the Senate. The Provisional Government 
of Hawaii had also been recognized by the nations of the civil- 
ized world, and from no quarter of the horizon was there any 
portantwhatever of trouble to come. 

Immediately upon the accession of thepresent Administration 
reoommendataona were made and action was taken which, In the 
course of their performance and in their consequences, have 
largely undone, and threatenentlrely to undo, the composed con- 
dition of affairs which up to that time had existed. Ourreiatlona 
to those islands are now such as to excite the gravest apprehen- 
sion, and seem to be fraught with consequences which, as they 
evolve from day to day, no foresight can adequately predict. 
The widest divergence of opinion exists, the matter is thrown 
into the seaof debate and public discussion, and it ia my purpose, 
with powers which I regret are not adequate to so great an oc- 
casion, to disousssomewhat extensively the past and the present 
of those transactions. 

Mr, President, the relations ot Hawaii to the United States are 
and have been peculiar and exceptional. For more than fifty 
years, aa a laatter of announced national policy on the part ol 
this Government, acquiesced in by Hawaii and by the nations ol 
the civilized world, those Islands have been entailed to the 
United States, and as to the United States have been in reversion 
when the time should come when the fleeting monarchy which 
has existed there should expire. There has not been a Secretary 
of State since 1840 who has not announced this determination 
and this policy. Mr."Webster,Mr,Legare, Mr. Marcy, Mr. Buch- 
anan, Mr. Seward, Mr. Blaine, and all who have held that 
office have spoken in the voice of their Goveromeat in this re- 
spect with no uaoertain tone, and it has been acquiesced In by 
foreign nations. 
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Sothatit is neitherextraorditiary nor remarkable that at some- 
time under favorable circumstances and conditiona that to which 
manirest destiny had dedicated those islands should bo broug'ht 
to pass. Indeed in 1834, Mr. Marcy, then being Secretary of 
State, a treaty of annexation was negotiated and only failed of 
confirmation because of Its condition respecting pecuniary com- 
pensation to he made, and because ol the fact that the treaty 
provided that the Islands of Hawaii should become a State in 
the Union. 

Mr, Preeident, the condition of that country, like all com- 
munities which have emerged or are emerging from barbarism 
into civilization, has always been peculiar and precarious. It 
has been subjected to foreign iBtarvention over and over again, 
and those interventions wero the occasions of many expressions 
of policy by the various Secretaries of State whom Ihave men- 
tioned. 

In 1836 the English neffotiatsd relations with that island un- 
der the guns of a frigate. In 1839 the French did the same. In 
18-(3 the English Government by force took possession of those 
islands and held them for montha. The French did ao substan- 
tially on another oocaaion, and when in 1851, under the guns of 
a French man-of-war, treaty obligations were demanded of the 
Kingdom of Hawaii, the then king executed a deed of cession 
and delivered it in escrow to the United States representative 
to be opened and considered as received upon tho happening of 
certain events. 

As I shall, in the course of the remarks which I propose to 
make, discuss at considerable length the eventsof .Tanuary, 1893, 
in that island and the events subsequent to that time, it is, in my 
conception of the subject, necessary and proper, not for the pur- 
pose of vindicating particularly what has been done, but for 
showing the reasons and occasions of tho action of the civilized 
people of those islands, to go somewhat into the history of the 
repeated occasions of oppression and abuse of power which finally 
brought those people to a conviction that they were under 
a condition of government which they could no longer en- 
dure and which authorized them to resoit to the sacred right 
of revolution. 

The reciprooity treaty with the Hawaiian Islands was con- 
cluded in 1876. Before that time and from the beginning of its 
history, or from the beginning of the time when civilization had 
come in contact with Its history, those islands had been, so far 
as their civilized condition was concerned, the outgrowth of 
American influence, American settlement, and American civil- 
iKation. It WiiB a proud memorial of these. No otlier govern- 
ment exercising a protectorate or a sovereignty over the people 
of any other islands in the Pacific Ocean had brought about such 
results. Tho English found a republican form of government 
recently org.inized by the Maoris in Now Zealand when they took 
possession in 1840, and where are the Maoris now? Swept away 
by the inexorable dastructiveness of British administration. 

But here in these islands, through American settlement, 
American influence, American wealth, and American Christi- 
anity, ia presented the only instance in all that vast sea of a peo- 
ple forming themselves in toa government under the guidance of 
civilization. So when the reciprocity treaty of 1876 became oper- 
ative, there poured into those islands thus prepared an enor* 
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roous accession of American enterprise, wealth, and people, and 
its iniluoncQ upon tho deBtinies of that island oE all kinds was of 
the most beneficent character. 

But the now influences had to contend with a coaditlon of 
things destined to soon pass away. The axperiraent of monar- 
chical rule, then being' conducted there, was ephemeral in its vory 

Mr. President, relations such as those between this Govern- 
ment and that implied a certain right of intervention and cou- 
trol and interferenca. Such intervention and control have been 
exercised over and over again. That which would not be neces- 
sary in any situation which may now be conceived of as to rela- 
tionswhiohwehave with any other nation of the world has been 
necessary there. 

In J874, by the death of the King without Issue, he naming no 
successor, the office became elective by the Logialatui-e. Strife 
arose between the partisans of Queen Emma, who represented 
the British late rests, and thoseof the late King Kalakaua, whose 
disposition toward the UnitedStates was supposed to be favora- 
ble. The Legislature of Hawaii convened. There was an elec- 
tion. It resulted in the choice of the late King. Immediately a 
riot sprang up, intended by its contrivers to grow to the propor- 
tions of a revolution. The rioters were natives. They broke 
into the legislative chamber where the ceremony of election was 
taking place, and assaulted and beat tlie legislators then in the 
performance of their duty. Whereupon, without invitation, 
upon the mere motion of the United States minister, the Amer- 
ican marines were landed from the ship of war then in the har- 
bor of Honolulu, and that election was thereupon conducted and 
concluded, and King Kalakauawasinaugurated under the direct 
supervision and guard of American military power. 

In 1880 there waa trouble in Hawaii because a foreign adven- 
turer by the name of Moreno, who had become minister ot tor- 
eiga affairs or of finance, was playing havoc with the interests 
of the islands. The situation became so intolerable that all the 
foreign ministers raised their flags over their legations, and de- 
clined to hold any further intercourse with that Government 
until Moreno was displaced. 

In time the Government became corrupt— corrupt beyond ex- 
ample, inefficient beyond precedent; it became the prey of every 
flagitious scheme whioh wasnot ablo to obtain a foothold in any 
other land. The opium bill of 1886, designed by its promoters 
to have its inevitable effect ot producingamoral lethargy upon 
the people, wasintroduced, and a moat singular aystemof bribery 
did its work. 

A Chinese named Aki gave to the then King $71,000 as a con- 
sideration tor a license to be thereafter issued to him. Another 
Chinese paid to the King ?SO,000 for the same thing, but took 
the precaution to get the license before he paid bis money. The 



s compoUed to assign 
thecrown lands to trustees as security for the payment. The ad- 
ministratorof Aki put in his claim. It was contendedon the part 
ot the Hawaiian Government, or by the trustees, that the contract 
wae against good morals and public policy, and therefore was 
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void; biitbyiistrang-eyet I think logicjil application of the an- 
cient miisim that the king can do no wrong, tbe supreme court o£ 
Hawaii held the contract validandheld the estate for the repay- 
ment o£ the Bum. 

The year 1S87 was marked with great disturbances. Many 
events.whichtlielimitationsof the presentoccasion do not permit 
me to i-ecount in detail, had brought this about. Many people 
fromcivilized lands had come in; great operations werogoingbn, 
agricultural and otherwiae; the existing conatitution of 1874 was 
distasteful to tbem — unjust, for it contained instrumentalities of 
oppression. Accordingly, In that year a, revolution was organ- 
ized—revolutions are freijuent in that island— and volunteer 
companies were equipped. Foreign residents addressed theic 
ministers and stated tnat the situation aa it had been was intol- 
erable. Mass meotlHgs were held, guarded by armed volunteer 
troops; business was suspended, and resolutions were passed de- 
claring that the monavohy had ceased to exist through its in- 
competency and corruption. 

A committee was sent to the King with this resolution. He 
called upon certain foreign mioistars, thoseoJ the United States 
and Great Britain and Portugal, and offoried to put his Kingdom 
into their hands if he could be extricjitcd from what ho consid- 
ered the personal peril ot his position. Thoy declined this, and ad- 
vised him topromulgate a new constitution at once, acceding to 
the demands of the revolutionists. He followed the advice. 
This was the constitution oE 18S7, which the ex-queen, by a rev- 
olutionary act, and in violation ot the terms of every constitu- 
tion which ever has subsisted in that island, undertook to ab- 
rogate by her own personal decree, and to restore that of 1874, 
which contained the unjust and oppressive provisions to which 
I have alluded. 

After the adoption of the eoastitution of I8S7 the next three 
years and a half of the history of that island were marked with 
sedition, conspiracy, and tumult. There was a revolution in 
July, 1H89, and it resulted in insurrection, fighting in the streets, 
and much bloodshed. 

Mr. FRYE. Will thn Senator allow me? 

Mr. DAVIS. Certainly. 

Mr. PBYE, My impression is that the Senator is not strictly 
accurate when he says that Queen Lilluokalani proposed to re- 
store the constitution of 1874. I think the evidence shows that 
she proposed a constitution of her own, which was infinitely 
■worse than that of 1874. 

Mr. DAVIS. I have compared the constitutions of 1887 and 
1874 w-ith what purports to be a copy or the constitution which 
she proposed to promulgate in January, 1803, and which until a 
very recent date has been visible to no man, and I am inclined 
to think that my general statement in that respect is correct. 

Mr. FRYE. I simply desire to say further in relation to that, 
that there may be similar features in the constitution of 1^74 to 
the one proposed by the Queeu, but as published in the Blount 
report there are some parte of it left out of the constitution 
which the Queen proposes, notably the article which provided 
for disfranchising all the white inhabitants. 

Mr. DAVIS. I shall come to that in the due course of my re- 
marks. I propose to analyze those constitutions before I get 
through, 
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Tbere was (inothep conspiraoy in 1888, the direct object ot 
whidi was to depose the then King, and the ultimate object of 
which was to procure nn aiii'ogation of the constitution of 1887 
and a. return to tho foraiei- bT.d condition of affairs. 

Mr. President, I wish to impute in tho discuasioa I am about 
to miike upon this question of fact impi'opei' motivas to no man. 
I havo, howoTer, bseoiiio impressed with tho conviction that 
upon the testimony which Mr. Biount took in tho Hawaijaa 
Islands, and upon that alone, his report can not ba susfciined. 

Mr. FRYE. If the Senatoi' will pardon mo one moment, I 
should like him to state right there if it is a lact that his argu- 
ment is proceeding upon the evidonco pi'inted in the Blount re- 
port, and that he haa not been present as a member of the Com- 
mittee on Foreien Eelationa to hoar the evidence which has 
been since ta.kpn? 

Mr. DAVIS. That ia true. In what I shall say, Mr. Presi- 
dent, respecting the bearing of the testlmoay upon the Blount 
report, I shall confine myself exclusively to the testimony re- 
ported by that gentleman in connection with it. I will also state 
that, as a matter of fact, and designedly, I have not attended a 
meeting of tho suboommitte'j of the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations now conducting its investigatioca. No eyllable of the 
testimony taken there haa been reported to me. i am imablo to 
use it. I would not use it if I could, owing to the manifest im- 
propriety of any such action. But I purpose to test ihe report 
so far as I can by the testimony which was taken by Mr. Blount 
and which it is asserted sustains it; and it does seem tome, 
weighing it with as much impartiality as one can who has con- 
victions upon either side of the subject, that, insteod of sustain- 
ing the conclusions to which the commissioner came, it suatains 
the action of MinisterStevensand sustains tho action of the pre- 
ceding- Administration based thoreon. 

As I said, another conspiracy was inaugurated in 1888, all of 
these conspiracies huTing for their object tho deprivation of the 
people there, who are of American and European birth, of the 
civil rights guaranteed to them by the constitution of 1887, 
having for their object a reversion to the old order of things 
whereby only native subjects woreeleetors and eligible tooffice. 
Tho King having granted the constitution of 18S7 under the con- 
ditions of force and duress which I havestated, many of hissub- 
jeots were naturally dissatisfied; and accord injjly tho conspiracy 
of 1888 was entered into, in which the recent Queen, then Mrs. 
Dominb, was a prime mover, for the purpose of deposing her 
brother. Its object was to compel by force the King to abdicate. 

The Kiog got forty-eight hours to temporize, and the result 
was that some of the revolutionists were arrested, the conspi- 
recy was frustrated, and the object of Mrs. Dominis, who after- 
wards became queen, was not attained. I cite this and other 
analf^ouB facts to show the character and disposition of this wo- 
man, what she hasdone in the past, whathcrpurposes have been, 
how she has violated pledges and oaths, and how much reliance 
can be placed upon any assurance of hers that her conduct in 
the future will ever be otherwise than it haa been in tho past. 

Another revolution or conspiracy took shape and force on 
the 30th day of July, ISSf, and Mrs. Dominis was back of that. 
It was known as the Wilcox insurrecticm He arrayed a force 
of one hundred men, and he was a man perfectly competent to 
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carry out adesign of that character. Jle Is aBomewhat remark- 
able peraOu;ige, o£ Hawaiian birth, lai'gely of Hawaiiaa blood. 
He was educated iii his you that tho expEnaeoE the Government 
ol the iHla,nds in the mfiitary schools of Italy, and served aa a 
eubalt«rn in the artillery eerviua of that King-dom until he was 
r&called by his own goverament. He entered into a conspiracy 
to dethrone the King, and Mrs. Dominis, the King's sister, was 
a confederate with him. With characteriatic falsity she after- 
wards disavowed it, but no one can read the evidence in this re- 
Eort without being convinced that sucli was the fact, the scheme 
eing throughout to procure a return to the old bad order of 

Wilcox with his armed force moved out early in the morning 
and took possession of the government building. He received 
large accessions. The King fled from bis oalaee and took ref- 
uge Id a boathouse, under the guns of the United States man-of- 
war Adams. Some ten Hawaiians were killed in the fighting 
which ensued before the insurrection was put down. 

On that occasion, in 1889, in tho presence of a revolution or- 
ganized and carried out to overthrow the King, the then minis- 
ter of the UnltcdStates did not hesitate. His conduct was never 
condemned. Mr. Merrill, who was then our minister, without 
any invitation from the Government, landed the Americaa ma:- 
rines from the ship of war then in the harbor. He landed them 
because it was necessary to protect American life and property, 
no matter what the incidental results or the collateral conse- 
quences might be as to tho stability of the Kingdom itself. His 
conduct was nevei' blamed. Lat«r in the afternoon, at the re- 
questof the Government, which he had not aaked before, another 
detaohment was landed and he reports: 

The appearance ol the maclcss on the slreets and at the legallon had a 
very tavorabia elleetnpjn the populace. 

Here was a conspiracy to overthrow the throne, necessarily 
implicating American interests in the result, whichever way the 
result might be, threatening violence; and yet before anything 
overt bad hapjjened, an article of property destroyed, or the life 
or safety of a single person actually threatened, the then micis- 
ter landed the American troops, and no exception was ever taken 
to that act. 

The time came for the King to die, and Mrs. Dominis was 
elected as his successor and took the title of Queen Liliuokalani. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mrs. Dominis was not elected by tho Legis- 
lature; she was appointed by Kalakaua. 

Mr. DAVIS. I did not mean to say that. The constitution of 
that kingdom, issue failing, empowers the king the right to 
designate his successor, and that failing, the right of election 
vests in the Legislature. She was designated by her brother. 
When she was inducted into the sovereignty, under circum- 
atances of great solemnity, she took an oath administered by the 
chief justice of the Kingdom to support the oonstitation of the 
year 1887; and yet her words bad scarcely died away (certainly 
not from the recollection and hopes of those who heard them) 
before, in the early part of the year 1892, she began to conspire 
to do that which she afterwards attempted to do in January, 
1893. Slio purposed and conspired to promulgate a constitution 
similar to that of Januiwy M, 1803, and which when attempted 
resulted in her downfall. She requested Wilcox, the trained 
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mUitary man who CDndaoted the pre'^diog revolution, to assist 
her in the attempt and he refused. She caused warrants to bo 
Issued for 87 members of the Patriotio League. She laid plans 
to attack and shoot in the streets all who should resist her in- 
tended proceediEgs. Proclamations of martial law were driilted, 
to be made efficient by their issuance whenever it should be 
thought necessary. 

Not meeting with sufficient encouragement, that attempt took 
no efflciant shape; but tha fact tbat it was made ho recently 
after her coronation, so recently attar she had swora to support 
the constitution under whichshehad been inaugurated, with the 
Other facts and circumstances to whioh I have called and to 
which I shall call attention, shows how little she is to be trusted 
and hov justifiable her subjects were at the time o( the revolu- 
tioaof January, 1893, indeclaring that the time had passed when 
thoy could put any faith in her promises, and that any excuse 
or promise she might make was only significant of ulterior de- 
Blgna of the same character intended by her. 

The year 1893 came in. The Legislature had been in session 
several months. Theconstitutionof that kingdom provided, not 
that the cabinet should exist as long as the sovereign pleuised, 
but that it should continue until voted out by a want of confi- 
dence of the Legislature. Up t« January throe cabinets had 
been voted out. It also provided that no royal act should be of 
validity unless conntersigned byono member of the cabinet, who 
Bhould thereby become reeponsible therefor. 

During the session of this Liegislaturo many causes conspired 
to produce the greatest discontent and alarm among the people 
of those islands. Tna opium-license bill cama up again; but 
worse than that, liie Louisiana lottery, driven from its own coun- 
try, made its appearance through its agents in those islandsand 
was seeking to spread over them the blight of another leprosy. 

The result was that about the 11th of January, 1893, a bill was 
passed providing for granting opium licensea and another was 
passed granting a franchise to certain persons, but which, it 
was understood, was to go from them to the Louisiana lot- 
tery. The subsidy to be paid by the lottery company to the 
Hawaiian Government annually fou the lottery franchise waa 
8500,000, and the amount expected to be realized annually from 
the operations of the opium-license statute was $2i}0,000, in all 
S700,000; one-third of the sum had hitherto been the highest 
revenues of the Kingdom. Of course, the feelings of the law- 
abiding people of the islands, of those who saw the correct way 
to civiliaatioa and who were leading in it, were outraged. 

It was, however, a mere matter of domestic adzniniatration, 
and perhaps might have beea suffered but for other proceedings. 
It being feared that no member of the then cabinet would coun- 
tersign those bills, as required by the Hawaiian constitution, in 
order to make the Queen's approval valid, it was resolved by those 
who had eeoarcd the passage of those bills by bribery and cor- 
ruption that they would obviate that difficulty by voting out the 
cabinet, whose action they feared, and by voting m one whom the 
Queen should nominate, upon whose favorable action they know 
Ihey could rely. 

Accordingly, a vote of want of confidence was passed, and the 
ministry that w.-.s feared gave way to one from which much was 
U> be espected with certainty. On the 14th day of January ^ 1893, 
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If I am not mistaken in the date, the work all liavini^ boon, done 
to which I have alluded, the Queen prorogued the LogiBla,tur©. 
The oonstitutionof Hawaii contaiaedaprovisiotithEitaJiyam.ond- 
ttient of that iastruinent abould he conBldered by two successive 
Legislatures, and be submitted to the people in the meantime. 
No proposition was heard in that Legislature for tho ■i.ra'^ndiQaut 
ol the constitution; ao knowledge or hint had been given to the 
puhlit! of the intention ot the Queen; but immediiitely upon the 
prorogation, and upon the same day, word was given out to the 
native ponulatiOQ to repair to the palace, and that the Queen was 
about to proclaim another constitution. 

The announcement was heard with alarm, with indignation. 
The ultimate extent of her purposes i:ould only be conjectured, 
but it was l>eliered that they were radical and aubvoraivo in 
their character to rights existing and property invested in those 
islands by foreign-born residents, and yet who were citizens for 
ail purposes of holding office and of voting. It is a most singu- 
lar commentary upon this revolution aJid everything oonneutod 
with it, and a most emphatic refutation of the pretests of the 
defunct monarchy that it had the power at that time to crush 
the revolution, that from the time of the announcement of the 
Queen's intention to her miniaters, of her wish and purpose to 
promulgate a new constitution, they were in continual confer- 
ence with Thurston and the other revolutionists, receiving pro- 
posals from them. 

On Saturday at 11 a.m., testifies Mr. Smith, Thurston and Gol- 
bnrn, the minister of the interior, had a conference at Hart- 
well's oRice,fiEd here is what took place. W. O. Smith, at page 
489, states in substance that about 11 o'elook Saturday morniug 
he found Thurston, Hart well, ind Colburn one of the cabinpt in 
Hartwell's office talking very earnestly Colburn vppy much 
excited. Colburn said that the ministets had b=en informed 
that the Queen would piomulgito i constitution immediately 
after the prorogiition Colburn was excited and veiy much 
alarmed. Oolburn's m inner wis th it of a soirPd man, very 
much frightened. Smith si\s that i number of native mem- 
bers knew that the now ton.'ititution was commg 

A meeting of some of thenatue members of the Legislntuie 
had been held on the preceding Fnd y night It waa reported 
that John Kaluna,, a member, wisvpry violoat in his speech, and 
stated at that meeting that he could kill five or six men, and 
would be perfectly willing to be hung for it oi die if he only 
had the opportunity to kill fiveorsixmore in defense of thepro- 

aosed constitution. On o subsequent occasion, on the same day, 
olburn came to Smith's office wearing a blue sash, only worn on 
state occasions, and asked Smith to go with him to the attorney- 
general's office (Colbura was tho minister of finance, and the at- 
torney-general was Mr. Peterson) in the Government building. 
Smith wentand found theroPeterson.Colbum, and Corn well (the 
ministerofthe interior), Thurston, Wundenbui'g, and McFarlane. 
Colburn stated what had takun phice at tho palace. The others 
Bdvlaed the ministers not to resign. A messenger c ime from 
the Queen requesting the ministers to return to the palace. At 
the time the whole of the Queen's guard was drawn up in front 
of tho palace. 

Then, describing the various streets, Mr. Smith says that on 
t^p .Wuikikki s^de of the main entranco to the palace and oi^ the 
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Ewa Bido of that enti-auco \\ 

three hundred— aad litdt as maay mo 

Mr. HOAR. What day was thatV 

Mr. DAVIS, This was Saturday. Smith says when the 
meBsenger came to summon them ho told them not to return, 
explaining that three bein^ absent it w.is a. majority of the Gov- 
ernment. Coiburn expressed unwillingness to go, stating that 
he feared an excited mob and felt that their lives were in dan- 
ger if they weat tiack. It wjis decided to send for Parker to 
come over. He came, and the whole situation was diifcuased. 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. Parkerwaa the other memberof thecabinet? 

Mr.DAVIS. Parker was the minister of loreign affairs. There 
wasathird conference between the revolutionists and the Queen's 
minister held at 'd o'clock in the altornoon of Saturday, concern- 
ing which Mr. Smith states in subetaoco on page 489: 

Alter the attsmpt to promulgate ttie oonatitutloQ, ana at aliout bair paat 
3, Colbum overtook Timrston and mygell returning to my oHloe and told us 
how thB Qneen in preat anger liad statod to the people iSat alie liail been 
unable to carry out lier wisn^ and iisid ijeeu preventijd. 

Concerning thlB third interview Mr. Waterhouao states In 
substance on page 47: 

Coiburn stated that the Queca had gotten them into a room 
and requested them to sign 1>he new constitution; they asked for 
a half hour to talk it overj in the meantime the natives were 
talking quite loud, and Coiburn thought it about time for him to 
get out of it. So they wentouttheback way to the Government 
house. It they bad gone out thefrontwaytue natives were all 
out there, and they were afraid. They wanted to know if the 
merchants would support them in their position. Af terdiscuss- 
ing the matter a committee of aifety was appointed. 

I pause hero, Mr. President, to call attention to the fact that this 
potent monarchy which it is now assorted was all through these 
proceedings, if it had been lot alone by the United States. powei> 
ful enough to put down the insurrection, was, through three of 
its cabinet ministers, consulting with the revolutionists for what 
was deemed to be the public good. It was at the last consulta- 
tion that the committee of public safety was appointed. The 
ministers had fled from the palace. The royal power was bro- 
ken then and there. 

Its executive arm was palsied. No element of forco able to 
sustain it appears during the four days covered by those events 
except in the person of Mr. Wilson, concerning whom this testi- 
mony is full, and who was the only one of the Queen's adherents, 
I am bound to say, who throughout this entire business showed 
any^ courage or manhood, or was willing to employ the powers 
which it is said she possessed to put down the revolution, which 
they knew from its very incopiion was in progress, and which 
they assisted uptoacertainpoint and knowingly helped to carry 

There was still a, fourth conference upon that Saturday, but it 
was prob.ibly not the fourth ia order. This depends upon the 
statement made to Mr. Blount by Mr. Coiburn, one ot the min- 
isters (page 30). January li, Coiburn and Peterson conferred 
with Thurston and others at Smith's office, and Thurston sub- 
mitted to them a written plan of action in case the Queea per- 
sisted. This Coiburn and Peterson took, and told Thurston 
they would await developments. The Queen was very deter- 
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mined at first. Mr. Colbura further states that Mr. Thurstoa 
oame to him and insisted that he (Mr. Colburn) should oppose 
the Queea'H intention, ancl that he would receive all the support 
wanted, even if necessary to depose her. This was at the Gov- 
ernment building, whence the ministers returned to the palace. 
The proposition which Coihurn and Peterson took from Mr. 
Thurston on. that Saturday was that the Queen under certain 
circumstances shoulcl be deposed, and that they should take 
part in the act of deposition. And these ministers, invested 
with such powers, powerful enough, as they afterward stiid in 
this testimony, to suppress the insurrection i£ they had been 
let alone, neither on that Saturday, nor on any day thereafter, 
took one step, so far as physical force is concerned, to attempt 
to do it, but put the proposition for the deposition of the Queen, 
in which they were to assist, into their own pockets and took it 
into further consideration. Some of these conferences to which 
I have alluded took place at the Government building and some 
of them were held at the ofEce of Mr. K. O. Smith. Mr. Smith 
says, page 489: 
And we hBara Irom various sovtrcos ol the violent spesohes or WUllam 

M> the meeting. My oHIcb was erowflea wltn people. Colbiirn worked uis 
way to, and Peterson appeared a little later and Colburn repealed I1I9 staU- 
ment. This was after the conatitutlon was attempted to be promulgawd. 

There is much more in this testimony to the same effect, but 
I have given in a condensed way the substance of some ot its 
salient points. 

This was a singular revolution, avowed, open, known to the 
Queen's ministors, they consulting and flaally confederating with 
the revel utionista in a certain contingency, not one ot them 
invoking any show whatever of physical force for its repression. 
The fact is that the monarchy was physically and morally gone 
on Satnrday, two days, nearly three days, before a Uait«d States 
marine put histootupoa the island. They knewperfectiy well — 
and the silence of the Queen all through these proceedings is 
significant, for nobody claims that she is not a bold and brave 
woman — that the days of the monarchy were over. The revolu- 
tion was, like the greatvolcanoon the neighboring island, giving 
signs ot an activity which no human power could reprees, but 
in the presence of which all human beings were hushed awaiting 
the unavoidable convulsionthat was shortly to come to pass with 
irresistible power. 

The proceedings at the palace when the Queen attempted to 
promulgate this constitution throw great light upon what she 
intended to do, whether she did in good taith then or thereafter 
defer her intention, how much reliance can be placed upon her 
promises now, and whether the apprehensions of the people on 
the island — the American people, the English people, the Ger- 
man people, the Norwegian people, the Portuguese people — 
were well founded, that there was no safety for them if the rotten 
dynasty should be suffered to continue. What took place at the 
palace does not soom to have impressed the mind of Commis- 
sioner Blount with auy particular force, and yet it is concurred 
in by witnesses of ihe highest respectability. I shall take the 
liberty to read some condensations of their testimony. I will 
read first f j'om the reportof theeommittee on public safety, page 
316. Ireadthiaforwhatitisworth, andaak nofurtiier credence 
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for it than is derived from corroborative evidence to wlilcli in 
a lew minutes I shall call tlie attention of the Senate. 

These portlouB o£ fee testimony which I shall state pertain U> 
the proceedings that took place at the palace between 1 o'clock 
and 4 o'clock on Saturday afternoon, the 14th of January, 18D3; 
and I may say that the entire events of the revolution are com- 
prised within that Saturday, and the following' Sunday, Monday, 
and Tuesday. 

The Queen turned a deaf ear to the protests of the cabinet 
that the proposed action would cause the streets to run red with 
blood, and threatened that unless they complied with her de- 
mands she would state from the steps of the palace that the rea- 
son she did not give the people the new constitution was because 
the ministers would not let her. Throe of the ministers feared 
mob violence and went to the Government house. They were 
summoned back, but refused to g'o. Ijater they returned to the 
palace, and for nearly three hours she again endeavored to force 
them to acquiesce. Upon, their final refusal, in a public speech 
in the throne room, and again from the upper gallery o£ the 
palace, she announced that she desired to issue the new cousti- 
tion, but was prevented by her ministers, and would do so in a 
few days. So the committee of public safety reported to the 
people. 

1 wish the Senate to be properlj' impressed with the situation 
ae it was at the time. A constitution was to be promulgated 
without any previous public annmmcenient of the fact. It had 
been kept a profound secret except as to very few people. It 
was to be promulgated by a revolutionaiy act to be committed 
by the Queen, in violation of the existing constitution which 
she had sworn to support. It does not appear in this testimony 
that anybody but Peterson, and perhaps some of the natives, 
knew oE the existence of such an instrument before it was pre- 
sented by the Queen at the palace about 1 o'clock on Saturday 
afternoon, and he had been carrying it around in his pocket 
for about eleven days. The entire royal forces of the island 
were drawn up in line and In arms before the palace, the force 
beinglimitedtoseventy-fivB by the law of the kingdom. Word 
had been sent out to thenatives to appear, and hundreds of them 
surrounded the palace on ail sides where the troops were not — 
anexcitedmob. Bearing inmind the previous attempts to forci- 
bly abrogate the constitution of 1887, the conspiracies in which 
the Queen then in private life had figured and in which blood 
had been shed, this testimony and that which follows and cor- 
roborates it is very signilicant, not only as to the character of 
the woman, but as to the utter want of reliance which any cir- 
cumspect person or administration can place in her assurance of 
her future good conduct. 

Mr. Bishop, who was present on the sameoccas!on,Bay8ia sub- 
stance that the Queen drew up the household troops in front of 
the palace and determined to promulgate a. now constitution; 
that she used violent language toward her ministers and they 
fled, and that she said she al^nSoned her intention for the pres- 
ent, but told her native subjects that she did so with regret, and 
would promulgate the constitution within a short time. And, 
as Mr. Bishop says, this wrecked her government. 

Let me call attention to the testimony of Chief Justice Judd, 
who had been summoned from the seat of judgment where he 



t^.oo^^lc 



14 

wee holding court to attend at the palace — he learning for the 
first time when he was summoned what the object of the raea- 
aage waa. Mr. Judd had swo^ii the Quean to the constitution of 
1887. He ig a man of great promiaence in the island, and ia 
of the very highest personal character. Let ua consider his 
version of the events at the palace, of which he was a per- 
sonal witness. He saya, in subatance, that the Queen iovited 
htm to attend !i.t the promulgation of the now oonslLtution, 

Shortly before the invitation, the chief justice was told that 
an advocate of the lottery bill waa going to the paliwie, with a 
large number following, and th it the Queen was goin^ to pro- 
cl lim a ni'W constitution. The chief justice proceeds to say that 
the Queen waa in great agitation, and at the same time con- 
trolled beraelf. He gives hjv language as follows : " She had 
prepared a new constitution whi.h she thought would meet the 
purposes re liired and meet the:ipproT^ of the people, buf'ahe 
said '■ with great sorrow, I am obliged to tell you that I can not 
do it now, but I ask you to go home and love me. and I will con- 
tinue to love you, and io a few days you will have your wishes 
gratified." Wheveupon a member of the Legislature turned 
around and said : "What shiill we do with theae men who pre- 
vent the gratification of our wishes ?" 

He was seeking an objectof vengeance, and aaked what shall he 
done with the cabinet, who in obedience to their conatltutional 
duty, and in tear for the personal consequences to themselves, 
had refused to countersign the proclamation of the Queen giv- 
ing out the new conatitution, abrogating a constitution which 
ahe had tieen aolemnly sworn to support, and which contained 
proviaion for the only method by which !t could be amended, 
namely, by a new organic instrument, or by amendments which 
were 1>o he passed upon by the action of two successive Legisla- 
tures. And aa against this any royal proclamation promul- 
gating another constitution was revolutionary in ita charac- 
ter, and by its very forceandeffect absolved every subject of the 
Queen from allegiynce to her, just as surely as the arbitrary 
acts of the King of Great Britain absolved our forefathers from 
allegiance to him. 

Mc. Boyd waa also present and he aaya the Queen was a very 
angry woman when at i p. m. Saturday she returned to the 
throne room, where were assembled the HuiKalaiaina with most 
or the native members of the Legislature, the cabinet, the gov- 
ernor of Oahu, the young princess. Chief Justice Judd, and Mr. 
justice Eickerton, the stalf, ladies of the court, kahili bearers 
and others. She ascended the dais and spoke subatantially aa 
follows; " Princes, nobles, and representatives: I have listened 
to the thousands of voices of my people that have come to me, 
and I am prepaj'ed to grant their request. 

"-The present constitution isfull of defects, as the chief justice 
here will testify, as questions regarding it have so often come 
before him for settlement. It is so faulty that I think a new one 
should be granted. I have prepared one, iu which the rights of 
all have been regarded — a constitution suited to the wishes of 
the people, I was ready and expected to proclaim the new con- 
stitution to-day as a suitable occasion for it, and thus aatisfy the 
wiahos of my dear people. But, with deep regret, I say that I 
have met with obatacles thiit prevent It. Return to your homes 
peaceably and quietly, and continue to look toward me and I 

800 
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iviil look toward you. tCcop mo over in your love. I am obliged 
l/j postpone the granting of tho aew constitution for a few days. 
I niust confer with my cabinet, and when, sifter you return 
liome, you may sea it, receive it graciously. You have my love, 
:!nd with sorrow I now dismiss you." 

There is published, la the evidence which accompanies the 
report of OommissioDor Blount, extracts from an article or a 
work called Tivo Weeks of Hawaiian History, which gives & 
somewhat circumBtantial account of the proceedings at the 
palace. 

its substance is that Mr. White replied, thanking the Queen 
and assuring her of the love of the people and that they would 
wait patiently until their desires should be fulfllled; to which 
the Queen responded with thanks, and left the throne room. 

This was after she had announced her failure. 

Mr. Kaunamano then began, in a loud voice, an inflammatory 
harangue, which was suppressed. He demanded the lives of 
the members of the cabinet who had opposed the wishes of Her 
Majesty, and declared that he thirsted for bloodshed, A few mo- 
ments later the Queen wont out upon the upper balcony of the 
palace and addressed the crowd. She told thomthat on account 
of the perfidy of her ministers she was unable to give them the 
constitution which she had promised them, hut that she would 
take the earliest opportunity of procuring it for them. The 
crowd then gave three cheers. Representative White then pro- 
ceeded to the steps of the palaco and began an address. He told 
the crowd that the cabinet had betrayed them, and that instead 
of going home peaceably they should go into tno palace and kill 
and burythom. Attempts were m:ide tostof) him, which he ro- 
Biated, saying that ho would never close his mouth until the 
new constitution was granted. Finally he yielded to expostula- 
tions. 

Mr. President, this discussion of the question of fact has per- 
haps been wearisome, but I am very anxious to la.y hefore the 
Senate testimony which evidently made no impression whatever 
upon the mind of Commissioner Blount. It seems to me if he 
had had the loast desire to sustain his own country in this mat- 
ter, to sustain what had been done for our glory and credit, and 
not to dlsci>mpose a condition of affairs which when he went 
there was settled, that some weight might have been given to 
this testimony. I am aware that there te scattered through this 
record testimouy which can be strsiined and perverted according 
to the condition of mind in which you look at the transaction, to 
sustain to some degree the report of Commissioner Blount. 

Mr. HOAR. I should like to ask the Senator from Minnesota, 
before he passes from the narrative he has just made, whether 
he has found iiny where, in the report of Mr. Blount, or the state- 
ment of the case on either side, in the evidence or elsewhere, 
in the discussion of the press or otherwise, any claim thit the 
Queen had any constitutional power to proclaim a constitution? 
Has any human being claimed that, so far as the Senator knows? 

Mr. DAVIS. No human being has ever made that claim. It 
has Ijeen conceded from all points and it must be oonceded that 
it was a revolutionary act, in violation of the constitution which 
thf! Qiicen had swoi'n to supp.;rt. 

It is a proper time now, Mr. President, to st:ite very brieSy 
what those constitutions were; those which had been, were, and 
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wereproposed, and towhich these eventshave relevance. There 
was the constitution of 1874, the constitution of 1887, which was 
that in force during the Queen'o reign, and the proposed consti- 
tution. I said some time ago that the influx into the island of 
people of European and American birth after the convention of 
1876, establishing' reciprocity between that government and ours, 
had been so great, and the property thereby created so vast in 
value that it was felt, felt by them, felt by many o£ the enlight- 
ened natives, that their interests were not safe until there could 
beeome radical change in theorganiclaw whereby, by the right 
of voting and the right of holding office, they could in some de- 
gree protect the great interests which they had created. Out 
of this conviction sprang the constitution ot 1887. 

The constitution o! ia74 gave the King the absolute right of 
veto. The constitution of 1887 provided, as oura does, that a 
vetoed bill could be passed over the disapproval of the executive 
by H, two-thirds vote. It is certain that the Queen proposed in 
the constitution which in 1803 she intended and attempted to 
promulgate, to restore and to retake tohorsolf , by the arbitrary 
act of proclamation, the right of absolute veto, and to take from 
the Legislature any control or restriction of her powere as to 

Under the constitution ot 1874, the one which was set aside 
and supplanted by the revolution of 1887, the right ot suffrage 
VaB limited, and consequently the right of holding office, to 
every male subject of the'island. Every m.ale subject of the Har 
iraiian Islands of a certain age aad with certain qualifl cations, 
not necessary to be considered here, was an elector-, and no one 
else. The evils to which I have alluded, and which were reme- 
died in the constitution of 1887 (which, I confess, was revolution- 
ary in its character, but long acquiesced in), procured the intro- 
duction ot a clause into that constitution by which every male 
resident of the island, of Hawaiian or American or European 
birth, of a certain age and possessing certain property qualiflcar 
tions, became entitled to the right of suffrage, and became enti- 
tled to the right to hold ofKce. 

Now that provision, concerning which I will not descant here, 
meritorious and protective in its character to ail the material 
interests of the island, was proposed by the Queen to he taken 
away by a revolutionary proceeding in I8ij3, and the right of 
suffrage and the right to hold office were to be revested, as under 
the constitution ot 1874, only in the male subjects ot the island, 
the vastly large proportion being of native Hawaiian blood. 
That proceeding look from the great interests which have 
sprung op there every security which they had. It took away 
the right to limit taxation, and vested the power to tax without 
limit in a half reclaimed horde of semi-barbarians. Ittookaway 
the dearest right which a man in any constitutional government 
canhave— the right to protecthimself by his suffrage. It limited 
it exclusively to others. There is not a. government on earth, 
constitutional ia Its form, where the people have the rieht to ex- 
ercise the elective franchise, where such people would not rise 
ia rovoiutlon, and have not repeatedly risen, for instances of en- 
croachment less flagrant, and who would not be justified in so 
doing by the oar nest sympathy, it not by the active assistanceof 
the people of other nations. 

I can not refrain. Mr, Presidont, from the expression that here 
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throughout I am talking on behalf of men and women who are of 
American blood and birth or of American descent. This is no 
abstract question in that regard. They built up the islands. 
They caused the inHuencea of civilization to fall upon them for 
morethansixtyyears. They Christianized them, Theyreduced 
the language to form and put it into printed speech . They in- 
vited American industries, American wealth, and American neo- 
plo to those shores. They established and fostered self-govern- 
ment. They drafted their laws; and it is upon them, people of 
our own blood, inhabitants and citizens ol islands dedicated by a 
longsystemof policy to ultimate annexation to the United States, 
that the attack of the present Administration ismade, by pi-oc- 
esses which many of US think are unconstitutional, and which 
are certainly irregular and without precedent. 

Under the constitution of 1S74 the nobles, who constituted 
one-half of the Legrislaturo, were appointedby the King for life. 
Under the constitution of 1887 they were elected foe six years, 
one-third going out at intervals of two years, as is the case with 
the Senate of the United States. That was proposed to be taken 
away, and the power of the Qneen to appoint for life as nobles 
one-half of the Legislature was in this unconstitutional form to 
be reestablished and revested in the sovereign. The full eliect 
of this usurpation is apparent when it ia considered that the Leg- 
islature of that Kingdom sits as one body. The Queen thus pur- 
posed to appoint one-half of that Legistatui-e for life. 

The cabinet under the constitution of 1S74 was appointed and 
waa removable by the King. Under that of 1S37 it was remov- 
able only upon a vote of want of confidence, and oo sovereign 
written act whatever could have any validity without the signa- 
ture of one member of thut cabinet. That provision was to be 
abrogated by this revolutionary act of the Queen, secret in its 
Inception, sprung with sudden force upon the public mind when 
she, surrounded by troops and having gathered around her a 
turbulent Hawaiian mob, attempted to commit an act of usurpa- 
tion which was contrary not only to her general duty as sover- 
eign, but was violative of the oath which she took at the time of 
her coronation. 

The judges under the constitution of 1374 were appointed by 
the King for life. The judicial tenure was thus stable, not sub- 
ject to the mutations of popular caprice nor to the whims of 
the sovereign. The proposed constitution of 1S93 provided that 
they should be appointed by the sovereign for six years. The 
succession to the throne was carefully limited in the constitu- 
tion of 1887. By this arbitrary act she added two persons to the 
line of succession, those failing who stflod before them in the 

I have stated the provisions of the ju'cposed constitution of 
1893 aa nearly as they can be ascertained. Up to a very recent 
time no copy of that constitution could be obtained. It vanished 
at the time of the failure to promulgate it and did not reappear 
until very recently, as I find one in the documents which hiivo 
been laid before the Senate. It is certiiied to in the most 
guarded manner by Parker and others as to being a copy ;uid as 
to the changes which it was to effect. 

Mr. President, as I have said, on Saturday it was resolved to 
appoint a committee of public saiety. This was done at a meet- 
ing at which two of the Queen's cabinet ministers were presoni 
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and had taken part. Butbotoi'e I proeaod to discuss that branch of 
tb(! subject lot me c;ill attention Pi a fact which to my mind nil 
throughout has had great significance. When the Queen took 
occasion to attempt to promulgate the coostituLion on Saturday, 
the 14th day of January, Minister Stevens was not in the Islands, 
nor was there any United States ship of war there. The Boston, 
with Mr. Stevens on board, had been erone to Hilo for about ten. 
days, and the time of return was uncertain. Itseems to me that 
the Queen and those who were conspiring with her took advan- 
tage of the absence of the Boston and of the American minister, 
thinking that the situation would be more adTantageoue tor the 
consumtnation of this revolutionary act than if the minister or 
the ship of war were present. 

Mr. PLATT. The revoiutionwaa not anticipated by them be- 
fore leaving? 

Mr. DAVIS, When the ship went away no such thing was 
suspected. No idea or hint had come [rom sea or shore to any 
person that any revolutionary act whatever was in design or 
course of perpetration. 

Mr, SHERMAN. The old cabinet was in existence, 

Mr. DAVIS. The old cabinet, as is suggested, was la exist- 
ence—known, I believe, as the Wilcox ministry— one in which 
the country had a great degree of confidonce, and one which, oe 
I have remarked, was voted out because it was felt that none of 
Ita members would sign eitlier of those twin iniquities, the opium 
and lottery bills, and one voted in that it was known would sign 
them. Mr, Stevens returned on S.iturday. The Boston sailed 
Into the harbor of Honolulu on Saturday at about 11 o'clock. 

Mr, PLATT, On what day of the month? 

Mp. DAVIS. Onthe 14th of January— thissameday. Neither 
those who had decided to create a revolution nor the Queen nor 
any of her adherents, it is apparent, had any knowledge as to 
when the Boston would return. It can not be, and it has not 
been, charged against Mr. Stevens or the memory of Gapt. 
Wiltse that in the preliminary acta by which the revolutionists 
irrevocably committed themselves to revolt, they had any lot 
or part whatever. 

Mr, HOAR. Or that they knew when the Boston was coming 

Mr. DAVIS. Or that the revolutionists or anybody knew 
when the B.iston was coming back. Mr. Stevens's daughter was 
an inv:i,iid. He was away caring for bur health. 1 say before the 
Boston bad rL'turned to the port the revolution was under way, 
and firm and resolute men with our blood in their veins; yea, 
and Englishmen, and Germans, too, and Portuguese, Norwe- 
gians, and French, had resolved that they would rise in their 
might and majesty against this corrupt dynasty and depose and 
overthrow it forever. It ia in vain to argue by special pleading 
that Mr. Steveaa did not, as a matter of fact, find this revolu- 
tionary situation there when ho returned, and that it was not 
one which required his immediate action if he obeyed the dic- 
tates of duty as Imposed by international law, or if he obeyed the 
positive instructionswhicbwero then upon file in his office from 
Mr. Bayard. 

Mr. t;ULLOM, And by following precedents? 

Mr. IJAVIS. And b^ following out repeated precedents in the 
history of our diplomatic relations with those islands. Of courso, 
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when the Boston came into port with these forces looking each 
other in the face, the one side resolute and determined and the 
other cowed, with no action iitont in them awl n;i resolve 10 act 
except hy mob violence breaking ont upon impulse, it became a 
matter of importance to every citiien. irrespective of his connec- 
tion with either side, to know what in the cei'tainty and inevi- 
table character of the impending troubles the action of the 
TJnledSt itesfo ces wastobe. It was known that they had landed 
twice bafore during revoiufionary times. Accordingly, ii dele- 
gation o£ the committee of s;iicty was appointed to w.iit on Mr. 
Stevens toascertain the disposition of the United States minister 
and what would he his action ia regard to the landing of troops. 
He undoubtedly knew the situation. The town ia a little town 
of 20,000 people. The island is but GOO miles square, turbulent 
as the volcano in one of the neighborins: islands. Every noise is 
heard and every sight is seen by everybody. 

The American intoreats there were vast and the American 
population numerous, Tlie matter undoubtedly came with force 
and suddenness upon Mr. Stevens's mind the moment ho touched 
the shore in landing from tlio Boston, at about 11 or 12 o'clock 
on that Saturday. The committee waited on Stevens, and I will 
read from the testimony of Mr. Smith the substance of what 
they reported he said. 

MP.CtTLLiOM. Isthat in the testimony accompanying Blount's 
report? 

Mr. DAVIS. Everything that I am speaking about is in the 
■testimony which Mr. Blount has submitted us corroborative of 
and as a foundation for his report. 

At 8 o'clock in the evening aoother meetiag of tho coramittoe 
was held at the Thurston House. Thurston stated that Stevens 
Okad said that the United States troops on board tho Boston would 
be ready to land any moment to protect tiie lives and property; 
and ea to the est ibliahmcnt of a provisional government, fie 
■would of course recognize the existing government, whatever it 
might be. 

If he had taken down a work on internal ion al law from the 
shelf and read it, he could not have stated the abstract princi- 
ples any more justly or correctly. 

Mr. GRAY. Whom is the Senator now reading from? 

Mr. DAVIS. I am reading from my abstract of the testimony 
ot Mr. Smith, page 489. Thurs1»n stated to Stevens the propo- 
sition that was under consideration, and he asked Stevens what 
his attitude would be. Stevens told him whatever government 
was established and was actually in possession of the Govern- 
ment building, the executive departments and archives, and in 
Eissession of the city, that was a defa&o government, proclaim- 
g itself as a government, and would necessarily have to be 
recognized. 

I say, Mr. President, that that ia a general principle of law 
which could not be stated better and never has been stitjdmore 
exactly by text writer or commentator. Time after time in the 
history of our diplomatic relations that has gone out as the 
standing instruction of our Government in regard to revolu- 
tionary transactions, especially upon this hemisphere. 

What was Mr. Steven- to do under these circumstances? The 
revolution was on. It had been resolved to depose the Queen. 
All civilization was back of the revolt. The passions of the na- 
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tivos were excited. Lives had been threatened in the very 
throne room of the palace. Precedinghistory waalullnotonlyof 
warnings, but of imperious monitions toaction. Any action taken 
there without some restraining' force would inevitably result in 
danger and perhaps destruction to American life and property. 
Why should he have acted di If ere ntly from thomanner Mr. Mer- 
rill acted in 1889, oi-diflerently from what was done in 1874 whan 
the election of EU-ngKalakaua was being conducted, and a native 
force of insurrectionists brolce into thelogislative nail and there 
inflicted personal violence upon the members because they, the 
assailants, favored the cause of Queen Emma? 

Mr. President, supposing the marines hud not been landed and 
this revolution had progressed, as raost assuredly it would— for 
the men at the back of it were determined men, and I say they 
had the force to carry out their intention — suppose the marines 
had not been landed and the result had been bloodshed in the 
streets of Honolulu, that the lives of American men, women, 
or children had been taken away, or arson had lit the sky with 
its red glow, or property had been destroyed, how instantly the 
American people, officially and unofficially, would have risen up 
in condemnation o( his negligence; 

Mr. Stevens was not without instructions here. It he con- 
sulted the records o( hislegation he found a letter from the pre- 
mier of Mr. Cleveland's first Administration, Mr. Bayard,-to 
Minister Merrill of July 12, 1887. It is to be found in Executive 
Document No. 1, Foreign Relations, 1887, page 330. It will beob- 
served that this dispatch was written about the time, either 
after, or in Immedial* apprehension of the troubles and iasur- 
rections which had culminated in enforcing from King Kal- 



ard stating the precarious condition of things there, the latent 
turbulency and unrest, and had requested instructions what to do 
incase thathappened which actually happenedin July and which 
actually happened in the year of grace 181)3. 

Mr . Bayard recites in his dispateh the necesaity for strict vigi- 
lance by those charged with the care of the rights of American 
citizens, as well as the righta of the United States under treaties, 
regrets recent domestic discords, and states that the interests of 
American citizens, which have grown up under the extension 
) between the United States and Hawaii, must not 



be jeopardized— meaning, as I construe it, must not be put In 
peril, but must bo protected by precautionary action in advance 
of actual assault, or attempt; this is the fair construction of that 
language—must not be jeopardized by internal confusion in the 
Government of those islands, and that it is the duty of the 
United States to see that these interests are not imperiled or 
Injured, and to do all things necessary for their justproteo- 

That is very comprehensive language written by the Secretary 
of State to Mr. Merrill at the time when the events whichafter- 
wards took place were feared— nothing must be jeopardized or 
imperiled or injured, He states that the Department can give 
only general instructions, which may be communicated to the 
commanding officer of the naval forces, "with whom you will 
freely confer in order that such prompt and efficient action may 
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be taken as the circumatances may make necessary." Than he 
coQcludes as Eollows: 

■While we abstain Irom Interference with the domestic aOalrs ol Hawaii !□ 
acooidance wUh tha policy and practice of tlifs Govemmenc. yet obstruction 

allowed, and American cltlaena in Hawaii mast beprciected In their persons 
aEid property by the reproaMJtath-eB ot their country's law and power, and 
no Internal discord must be snlTersd to impair them. Yonr own aid and 
oonnael, as wall as the assistance of our KovemmentTessels. If found neces- 
sary, will therelora be promptly afforded to promote the reign of law and 
respect lor orderly goTernmenl In Hawaii. 

I maintain, taking into considemlion the situation as it was 
when Mr. Stevens returned to tho port o£ Honolulu, that those 
instructions of Secretary Bayavd's viadicated and were a direc- 
tion t« do all that Mr. StevoHS did, and to say that because in 
doing that, in protecting: American citizens, be incidentally, 
and as a collateral consequence, made the sustaining of royalty 
more difficult than it otherwise would have been by preventing 
bloodshed and havoc in the streets, is to attach all importance 
to the incidental and particular and to leave out of all account 
the general and conoluBlve object that was to be attained. 

Those, Mr. President, comprise principally the eveats of Satur- 
day, sketched at more length than was perhaps necessary, but 
sketched, I think, with substantial accuracy from the material 
tumished by the testimony taken by Mr. Blount. 

We come now to Sunday, and we find Colburn and Peterson 
still in collusion with Thurston and tho others. I refer to the 
testimony of Colburn, on page 'SO, whosaysiaelTect that the next 
morning, Sunday, January 15, at G a. m., Thurston came to Col- 
burn 'b house and wanted him to go with him to Peterson's house. 
Cpon their arrival there Thurston said that ho represented a 
committee of safety, who had held a meeting at his house on 
Saturday evening and decided to send him to us with a proposi- 
tion that Peterson and Colburn should depose the Queen, 
Thurston gave them the names ot the committee of thirteen, 
and said that the desire ofthis committee was that you twodepose 
the Queen and declare a provisional government. 

What did the ministers do? Did they rise up in their might 
and loyalty and endeavor to secure the arrest or oven the rebuke 
of Mr. Thurston? Not at all. 

We tola him thatwewouldhavBlotaUe the matter under advisement and 
would Inform him of our conclusions later on. 

This proposition, treasonable as it is claimed, was made on 
Sunday, when there was not a United Statesmarineoa the island, 
and when it is asserted by the royalists in the United States and 
elsowhere that all-sufficient physical force and military power 
were in the hands of the Queen's Government; was made to these 
cabinet ministers, who said that they would have to take it into 
consideration, and would inform the revolutionists of their con- 
clusions later on. If thoy thought they had the physical force to 
Kuppressorcheckthatwhichtotheirkoowledtrehad been resolved 
upon, and which to their knowledge was bainp; carried on, why 
waa it not employed? It was not employed. Mr, President, and 
these considerations and suggeEtioiis were received thus favora- 
bly tor the simple and only reason that they knew that the mon- 
archy was powerless, and that it had broken down in substance 
ande" ' 
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to meet tiie eommittoe of thirteen, whose names had been given 
to Colburn and Peterson. 

To ehow how much force and powoi- there was behind the 
Queen's Governmont, adequate in any deg-ree to prevent that 
whiuh afterwards cime to pass, I call attention to the statemect 
of Robert Wllcos. (onpago b'M of the report], a trained military 
man. who conduoted the revolution of 1880. Spe^iking of Sun- 
day ho eays in aubatanoe that on Sunday he was caUed on by 
Colburn, who wanted him to assist the Government, who said 
that Thurston had requested him to sign a document requesting 
the ordering of the Boston b marines on shore and to proolaimthe 
Provisional Government. Colburn CiUlod again in the ev ning 
and wanted Wilcox to go down to the GovorTiraent building. 
Several people were there consulting over the situ ition. Mar- 
shal Wilson was there. Wilson decided it wj,3 proper to arrest 
the committee of safety. 

Mr. PLATT, Was that altor the troops lan'led? 

Mr. DAVIS. No; it was the day before. This was on Sun- 
day. The troops landed at 5 o'clock on Monday afternoon. 

Wilson, the only resolute man who appears upon the sideot the 
Queen, was there with luU knowledije of the facts and of the 
names of the committee of public s.ifoty, and he decided and held 
that It svas proper to arrest that oomniittee. 

TJiey aaliefl my opinion — 

It is Wilcox who is testifying — 

I said clie ' 

TUeysaidtt --^ — „ 

flacldi-d to have a meeilngof ilie suppociorsof ijhc uuvciumBiii m loBoiiuarB 
rlgHc opposite ihs Qovornmcnc building, aad some ouo talked aboui pro- 
claiming marilal law, and etop all the rebels and dotis, and all Ih'at sort ot 
tlilnit; butraul Neumana aaid— 

He is one of the leading advocates of the Queen and her trusted 
representative — 

It would not be necesEarj; it would only create friction, r told Paul Neu- 
larL-aD tlialiC there was anybloodsned tbeGovemmeat would be reaponalDle 
for taking aucb a weali stand. Paul Neumann said Cnere was a doomoonli 
to b<: read there to dethrone Che Queen- 



by the opposition party. Hesald, ■■ That is no treason." Isald, "Itthatls 
not treason, we had better give up the whole thing." 

Hero, on Sunday, with full knowledge by the Queen's govern- 
ment and all her ministers thai the committee of safuiy had been 
appoinlud; that the Queen was to ha deposed, and that a procla- 
mation to that effect was to be read at the mass meeting, as then 
intended; with not a show of force up to that time back of the 
Provisional Government; with all the public arms in the hands 
of the Queen's Government; with the educated military officer, 
Wilcox, then adherent to the Queen, sent for to come into their 
councils— under all theaooircumstances the Queen's nd vis ^rs met 
and declined to make any civil arresis: they decided that it wao 
unnecessary to proclaim martiil law, because it would produce 
friction. T II ey decided to do nothing whatever except to call 
another mass meeting. 

li'lnally Paul Neumann, the lawyer and attoruByof the Queen, 
who has held her letters of attorney, who represented her in 
Wiisbington, as [am informed, declares that all this proceeding 
whioh ihey had been discussing is not treason. Then thoy were 



t^.oo^^lc 



adviaed by the only military man on the Island on either aide, U 
that was not treason they had better give up the whole thin?. 

Ml". FKYE. Tte Senator ought to add one more thing, that 
Wilson, who waa the marshal iind had charge o£ the police, was 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. Wilson was the marshal, as the Senator 
Buggesta, aad had the entire control of tho police force, 60 in 
number: and he was there, as I have stated. He had, in addi- 
tion to tha,t, 75 of thoQueen'sgnardiii trained hody of a 



pelted meetings of the committ«a of safety had been held in Mr. 
Smiths ofHco and elsewhere, and that fact was well known. 
Three constables could have effected the arrest of the entire 
committee in a time when the Government had any power. It 
was not attempted. 

I Bay that Government had broken down, and these pretexts, 
ofHclallyand otherwise set forth, that this power of the Goi'ern- 
ment, otherwise Invincible, broke down at tho presence of 
United States troops, la absolutely and flagrantly coatraclioted 
by concurrent facts from the time and many horn's before a, 
United States Government marine waa in sight of the island. 

Mr. GRAY. Will the Senator allow me to ask him whether 
I understand him to say that on Sunday there was not a United 
States Government marine in sight of the idand? 

Mr. DAVIS. I do. 

Mr. GRAY. The Boston was In the harbor. 

Mr. DAVIS. I beg pardon. I did not for the moment re- 
member that. 

Mr. GRAY. The Boston arrived at 10 o'clock on Saturday 
morning. 

Mr. FRYE. There was not a marine on shore. 

Mr. DAVIS. There was not a marine on shore. The Boston 
had Eirrived^and I am very much obliged to the Senator from 
Delaware for correcting mo. 

Mr. GRAY. The Senator will pardon my interruption. I 
knnw he wants to be accurate. 

Mr. DAVIS. I am very much obliged to the Senator from 
Delaware. 

Mr. Wilson, in a statement on page 5ri2, states that he pro- 
posed to the cabinet on Sunday to arrest the ringleaders of the 
plot at once. 

What I have said isari^sumS, and hardly that— a few scattered 
euggeationa of fact as to what took place on Sunday. Two days 
had passed away since this revolution waa more than brewing; 
it had been in full progreas. 

Coming now to Monday, the 16th of .January, Mr, Waterhoiise 
'*-'■ " " " - 'a the mass meeting of 2 p. m. on Monday, that after 
M ting the committee of safety met and decided to 
(ion of the Government. There was BtlH another 
meeting on Monday, when they planned what should be done on 
Tuesday. After the meeting on Monday, Mr. Cartar took tho 
request of the committee of safety to Mr. Stevena. 

Without going into this testimony as fully as I had intended, I 
make the statement here that in ail the interviews which were 
held with Mr. Stevens by the committee of public siifoty, and 
also by the Queen's ministers— for the applications to Mr. Stevens 
were not confined to one party— his invariable assertion was that 
he would land troops to protect American lives and property, 
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and every attempt to draw him by deolaratiou or intimation into 
a pledge or understanding, express or implied, that he would 
support tlie Provisional Government failed to elicit anything of 
that kind from Mm. Ho stated in reply to all such inquiries 
the abstract principle of international law, reiterated over and 
over again in our diplomatic history, that the Government de 
facto would be the one that would be recognized. He had no 
authority to sEaythis revolution; he had no authority to support 



tion wMch,inthelanguageof Mr. Bayard, " imperiled Amerioan 
inteveatB," to land the troops and to thus prevent those interests 
thus imperiled from being' injured. It the Queen's Government 
had by a course of action orea,ted a situation which made the 
exercise of that right by Mr. Stevens necessary, she can not 
complain if, by her own act thus creating occasion for the exer- 
cise of that necessary right by Mr. Stevens, such exercise by 
him incidentally and collaterally may have had some effect to- 
ward sweeping away the throne which she herself had thus put 
in jeopardy. 

Mr. PLATT. The Senator does not admit that? 

Mr. DAVIS. I do not admit that it did— that his action had 
that etfect. I maintain that it had not. I shall come to that 
In due time. The testimony here la abundant that the revolu- 
tionists were able to protect themselves, and that the Queen's 
Government was powerleaa to slay tho execution ot their pur- 
pose. 

I may say here, tor fear that I forget it in a more appropriate 
connection, that the testimony is concurrent that the Provisional 
Government expected to iiave some trouble, and it is abundant, 
as I have stated, that they did not rely upon the United States 
troopsand that they were able to take care of themselves. This 
revolution would have gone on it not a marine had ever set his 
foot on the island of Oahu. I shall demonstrate, I think, be- 
fore I get through, that all the talk ot intervention or of implied 
duress by the United States troops by reason ot their position is 
the merest fallacy, a far-drawn argument to support what I think 
was a foregone conclusion. 

As illustrative of just exactly what theattitudeot Mr. Stevens 
was— and contemporaneous records of this character are of much 
greater value than the testimony of any witness whose recollec- 
tion may be distorted by want of full retention in memory or by 
preiudiee— I desire to readat length Mr. Stevens's letter to Capt. 
Wiltse, and Capt. Wiltse's order to Lieut. Swinburne: 

USWKD STATia liEGATIOK, llonoiula. JfUludTy IS, 1S$3. 

Sm: In view ot existing critical olrcum-itances in Honolulu, inHicatlng an 
inaaequate legal force, I request you to lanii marines ana sailors (rom tlie 
ship under your command lor the protection ot cue United Stales leeatlon 

■and the United States oonsnllte, and to secure the satety ot A: ' — '"- 

and property. 

Youra truly, 

Savoy Ei>tTai. _ , _ _ ,_.... 

Capt. G. C. WILT3E. 

This request to Capt. Wiltae is limited by its very terms to 
the protection of the legation and the securing of the safety o[ 
American lives and property. Acting upon that, CapL Wiitse 
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issues to fclie executive ofBeer, Lieut. Swinburne, the following 
order: 

u. s. S. Boston, Second Batji. 
lloaoliili'. Hawaiian Zatands, JanaaTy le, imi. 
Sir: You will take oommana of thB bantnlloE snfl lana In Honolulu for 
tbe purpose of procectlni^oui' legation, cousulace. and the lives and property 

Great i>rudeQi!amuECb9BierciBedl>7 both ofttcera ana men, and no action 
taken that 19 not fully warran tea by the condition of aftalrs, and by tha 
conduct of those who may bs inimical to ilia treaty rights of American citi- 

You will inform me at the earlleat practieahle rooment of any change in 

Very reapectf ully, 

G. C, WILTS E, 
Captain. V. S. mvy, Commaneing C/. S. 3. Soiton. 
Llent. Commander W. T. Swibbchse, 

Executive OJlcer, C. S. s. Boston. 

[At this point the honorable Senator yielded the tloor for a 
motion to proceed to the consideration oE executive buainesa.] 

Tbxirsday, January 11, 189i- 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, it is always to he considered in 
■weighing testimony in thia mattef, and especially in considering 
the action of Minister Stevens, that there was as to American 
residents in the islaad a dual citizenship, that of the United 
Siates and that of the Kingdom of Hawaii. The constitution of 
Hawaii of 1897, which the Queen unconstitutionally attempted 
to abrogate, conferred upon all male residents of Hawaiian or 
of European or of Amoricaji, parentage, of a certain age and 
possessing the requisite property qualiftcations, the elective 
franchise and the right to hold office. The question might pos- 
fllbly arise, indeed had arisen, oa to what the elTeot of such a pro- 
vision would be upon the right of a citizen of the United States 
to he reg-arded thereafter as a citizen of the United States after 
his taking advantage of the privileges conferred upon him by 
the constitution of Hawaii, and whetner he would be entitled to 
protection as an American citizen. 

So far as that question is concerned it had received ample de- 
cision by the State DepiW*tment, lirat by Mr. Frelinghuysen, 
whose views upon that subject are found in Senato Misceilaoe- 
ous Documents of 181i5-'86,vol. 10, page m. The oasearose long 
before the adoption of the Constitution of 1887, and was decided 
upon ffenera! principles. Jones was an American citi?.eii domi- 
ciled in Hawaii; butinordertoobtainthe registry of a merchant 
vessel under the Hawaiian flag be was compelled by the statute of 
the Kingdom to take an oithof allegiance to the Kingdom, which 
ha did,and the questionarose in that p.irticular instance whether 
by so doing he had abrogated or could have been held to have 
renounced his privileges, rights, or stiitua as an American citi- 
zen. Mr. Frelinghuysen says: • 

Your inquiry is as to wluit efiect tlilsproceedln-t may have upon thestaust 
of Mr. Jonea'B American olUienshlp. 

In becoming a citizen of the United Statea the law requires that an alien 
shall not only swear to support the Constitution and laws of thla country, 
but also lo renounce all other allegiance, and especially that of the coimtrv 
of Which he may be then a subject or citizen. In the oath taken by Mr. 
Jones Ibere is no such express ronnuclationof his American clt iTcnshlp, nor 
do the circumstances manifest any Intention on bla part to expatriate him- 
self. 

itniay. however, at some future time, become a question tor Jadlclal In- 
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The doctrine ot ate exeoullTe brancli of the QoTsmment on thla subjset 

"Toeoaatiitate expatriation tliere muat be an actual romoval followed by 
fore^n realileucs, accompanied by authentic FeauaciiLtlan of preexisting 
Cttlaenshtp" (S Op., 1391. luul this Tlevr flads supporc In some judicial da- 
olstoiu (Juando w. Tarlor, tPalna. 652), 

In the abaeQca ot a direct Judicial decsriulnaitlonof the question, I do not 
feel disposed to deny to Mr. Jones any right or privlieL^ pdrlululng to his 

.1, .y^ g( American cltlaeuBhlp, and thetefore. while the DapartnioaG 

uodercaiio to eipcess aa authorHallTe opinioQ on the effect which 
iiiB uuurse In Hawaii may ultimately have on his status iu that regard, you 
are authorized to aitead to him aiich ptoteocton as may be properly due to 
a citizen of the UnlteJ States resldloK In anl having acijui rod a commercial 
domicile In a foreign state. This protection must, ot causae, be limited and 
gualliied by the liabilities and obllgatloos incident to such commercial 
domicile. 

But the question directly arose under the operations of the 
constitution of 18S7,and was passed upoa by Mr. Bayard. (Vol. 
1, House Ex. Doc. Second SasaLoa, Fiftieth Congresa, page 833.) 

No. 61.) DEPAflrMKHT OF ST4TB. 

Waikington. September 30, last 
Sir: Tour No. 134, of the S5th of July last, In reference to an oath roqulrad 



ultimo that oltlzens of the United Slates who take the oaih of fealty pce- 
Bcrlbed by the new constitutton of Hawaii remain cltlsons of the United 
Stales, and are entitled to be resarded and treated aa such by our consular 
and diplomatic odlcers. 



le Hawaiian GoTeccmeut appears 



Tbis Department Is informed that thia oath Is indiscriminately required 
Ot citizens of other nations, who are nevertheless undorstcoa by their own 
gOTemmentstO retain their own nationality ot origiu. Inasmuch also as 
this oath is a requleltG condition lor eierdslng any pullclcal prlvUeges on 
Uie Island, it Is evident that a refusal on the part ot this OoTornment ot the 



M taking it granted by other goremi 
Biuv ui (he destmcUon ot ai^ political vc— 
clllzens and its transfer to oltlzena ot otlu 



of any political power prerlously pos^Msaed by our 

r to omaens ot other assenting nations. 

The Department, therefore, desires that you will consider the above in- 



)lt. and that you will rt . ..._ 

ho. wblle boneatly desiring to retain their 

American iiatlonalily, are. in order to obtain the privileges necessary (or a 
resldeuce In the islands, obliged onder local law to take an oath to support 
the constltutloLi ot the Ilawadian kingdom. 

'"°' " " T. P. BAYARD. 

Mr. President, I shall proceed aa rapidly as may be consistent 
with & very superficial examination of the testimony which is 
contained in Mr. Blount's report, i-epeating that I am limit- 
ing myself to that testimony strictly in my consideration of 
the events that I was discussing when the Senate adjourned 
yesterday. On Monday, the liith day of January, the situation 
upon the island had become more critictil. It was known to be 
such, and indeed hod been recognised to be such, aa it had been 
before, by the Queen's mipislers. Accordingly, at 10 o'clock 
OD JVIonday morning a meeting of the cabinet was called which 
i-esulted in the drafting and adoption of a prooliimation to be 
eigned by the Queen, stating that she would not. attempt to 
modify the constitution of lS8i except by the methods prescribed 
therein. But she had gone too far. The fate of the monarchy 
was settled, and, although the cabinet viaited the committee of 
public sjfety and showed that proposed prO','lam:ition to the 
committee, it was replied what faith could be put in the prom- 
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iaea of tlie Queen aftijr ivh.at liad taken place? The cabiuot was 
notified that it was too Inte. 

It is always the case when tbi'onea are falling under the blows 
of revolution that the tottering raooaroh offers th-it which ho 
should have offered long before. If I aoi correct in my recoUeo- 
Hona of history, Lord Howe in the darkest period of the Ameri- 
can Revolution sent a letter to Gen. Waaliington, addressing 
him as M^r. Washing'ton, offering- exemptions and nrivileges to 
the colonies and to the American people which for years Sefoi-e 
ho had obdurately denied, and which denial had resulted in the 
glorious rebel lion which gave us our independence. Gen. Wash- 
ington's reply to those letters was the victories of Trenton and 
Monmouth . I am reminded by the learned Senator from Massa- 
ohueetts [Mr. Hoar] that in that connection George III sent 
over commissioners, of whom I think Lord Howe was one, au- 
thorized and plenarily empowered to make those promises. 

Now, on this occasion, somewhere about 11 o'clock on Monday, 
Mr. Wilson made hia way to the meeting of the committee of 
public safety :ind told Mr. Thurston, the master spirit in this 
singular rebellion, where tlioseminiaterawho were intrusted with 
the priiservation of the Kingdom weio associatipg on the most 
familiar terms, terms almost of intimacy, with those who were 
termed the pioiters, that this thing ought to stop, that there 
would be a proclamation issued. Mr. Thurston replied that it 
had gone too far;that they weroBtandinffou a volcano; that they 
would not trust the word of the Queen, Wilson then threatened 
hiio with arrest, and Thurston defied him. That is the nearest 
approach to the use of physicHl force to repress the rovolution in 
all these four days of inteise oxcitoment. 

On Monday the oommittee of public safety, knowing and hav- 
ing been informed th it the United States miniabor would order 
the troops to he hiudod from the ship at 5 o'clock that afternoon, 
found that itdid not accord with the then condition of their plans 
and purposes, that it would be too early for what they intended 
to do. Accordingly, the^ sent to Minister Stamens and asked 
him to postpone the liindingof the troops until the next day, and 
bis reply was that "Asaprecautionary matter I have ordered the 
troops be landed ato o clock for the protection of American life 
and property, and landed they will be," And they were landed 
at that hour. That does not look miiiih as if the minister were 
playing into the hands of those who afterwards becjma the Pro- 
visional Government. 

I have no doubt Ibat, as on such occasions always is the case, 
those who were back of the revolution ende:iVored to mike it 
appear thii,tthe United States authorities ^md troops were to be in 
actual sympathy with them, but the United States was not re- 
Bponsiblo (or that, and this evidence can be searched in vain for 
any instance where Mr. Stevens did not expressly say to every 
attempt to put him even in anequlvoc.il attitude in this respect 
that he should land the trooas for the protoution of American 
life and property. What waa ho to do? Suppose ho had not 
landed the marines and theresulta had been aseverybody feared? 
He would h ive disobeyed the standing Inatruotions of his office; 
and, as [ said yesterday, if the Queen by her revolutionary acts, 
whereby she had absolved from allegiance to her every subject 
who chose, had created the situation which made it nece.-isary 
to land troops for the protection of American life and property, 
800 
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She (having created that ueoessityl can not LMmplain because 
its necessary exorcise had the collateral and incidental effect erf 
contributing in Bonie deeree to overthrow the monarchy. That 
it did 60 contribute I deny. I merely suppose the case. 

Great stress is laid in Mr. Blount's report upon the use of 
troops. One would think from it that a corps d'annee had heen 
marshalled in the streets of Honolulu. Mr. President, 162 
marines were landed, and of thnso 14 were musicians, were of- 
ficeps. It can be fairly inferred from Mr. Blount's report that 
those troops were massed in ii commanding position with refer 
once to the capitol building of the Hawaiiaji Kingdom. But the 
facts are, as appear from the testimony submitted by Mr. Blount, 
that when Ihey marched from the ijinding- up to Merchant a! veet, 
the principal street of the city as I should judge from the map, 
a detachment was left at the consular ofBceon that street,a com- 
pany of marines went to the legation, where they remained, and 
the remainder oE the force, being the main body, the number of 
which is not stated. wontoiT towards Avion Hall seeking shelter. 
Not being able to find it there at once, application was made for 
the opera house. That building could not be had. The armory 
was otherwise occupied, and that could not be bad. At a later 
hour they went on beyond Arion Hall to the residence of Mr. 
Atherton, a place which I should judge from the map is some- 
where out in the suburbs; probably obtained retrashment there, 
and late in the evening came back and wore quartered in Arion 
Hall. 

Mr. PLATT. At what hour? 

Mr. DAVIS. I can not tell exactly; probably it was 8 or 9 
o'clock. 

At this point another matter in my notes attracts my atten- 
tion. It is the statement or testimony ot Mr. Cornwell. found 
on page 2". He was the minister of flnance. He says in sub- 
Btajice that on Monday, having learned that United States troops 
were landing, Parker and Peterson called On Stevens and re- 
quested b.im to keep the troops on board. Stevens replied that 
te had landed the troops to protect American life and property, 
and projjosed to keep them ou shore. There was a distinct an- 
nouncement by the minister of the United Statss to the Queen's 
ministers, consistent with all that he had said before and with 
all that be said afterwards, and with all that the naval officers 
said or did, owing to the necessity which had been created, and 
which he did notcreate, and for which he was in no decree re- 
sponsible, namely, he would land troops solely to serve the pur- 
poses ot that necessity, which waa the protection of American 
life and property. 

As I have stated, during the meeting of the committee ot 
public safety on Monday, Mirshal Wilson mide his way to the 
meeting, nnd in his testimony, commencing on page 5o2, he da- 
tails his interview with Tiiurstoa. I think I stated that a few 
moments Hgo, but something else took place there which is cor- 
roborated by the testimony of Mr. Waterhouse about which Mr. 
Wilson saya nothins:, n>\mely, the threat which Wilson then 
made to arrest Thurston, and Thurston's defiance. 

)uld be inferred from the report of Coraniissioner Blount 



that everything was serene and peaceful in Hawaii on this Mon- 
day; that there was no public alarm; that this situaUon so uni- 
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Tersally known to everybody had not created a ripple on the 
placid surface of business or municipal affairs. 

It treijuently happens, wlien testimony, given under the dis- 
turbingirapiilseor pasaionanddiBCordaut vie wsi3 conflicting', that 
Bome incidental, some collateral circumstance comes in, some 
fact proved by unimpeachable teatimony and not contradicted, 
which settles the entire controversy. Such a ciroumetancft is 
not lacking' here. I refer to the t«atimony of Mr. Scott, on page 
480. Mr. Scott testifies inaiibstHUca that he was the principal of 
a ijublic Bchool in the city of Honolulu, the number of pupils 
being 300 white children; that shortly after school began on the 
morning of Monday the mothers of those children from all parts 
of the city came to the school in their carriages to take them 
away. He was so impressed by the gravity of the situation that 
he dismissed the schoui before nooa. Nothing but the existence 
of great alarm and the prevailing Beuse of impendinfr danger 
could have carried that impress ion of insecurity into a hundred 
Bepacate homes that morning. The feminine instinct in that 
case, as it bo often is, was unerring. There was danger; it was 
BO felt. 

Tuesday, the day of final action came, and Mr. Corawell, on 

Page 27, testifies that Tuesday " We were informed that the 
rovisional Government would be proclaimed that afternoon." 
Wilson testifies or states in substance, on page 5ii2, that he know 
on Tuesday before II a.m. that the committee had a^ireed to 
proclaim a provisional government; to put Chief Justice Judd 
or Justice Dole at the head of it, and that they were to hold an- 
other meeting at noon; that they would move on the Govern- 
ment building at 3 p. m. and on tbe police station at 4 p. m. " I 
immediately sent for the cabinet, but there was no sign of cabi- 

Now, here was a meeting of the committee of public safety an- 
nouncing that at certain hours of that day they would seize the 
Government of Hawaii and depose the Queen, giving the very 
line of action and the place and time of it. Thoy were holding 
their meetings in a place not commanded or guarded or threat- 
ened in the least degree by United States troops, or defended by 
any forcesof their own. Here, on theotherhand.was the Queen's 
Government, with this amount of power behindit, of which Mr. 
Blount talks, and yet no motion was made to put this irreaistible 
power into operation.; not one of the Queen's guards nor one of 
Marshal Wilson's police force was eent to arrest those thirteen 
men, and there waa no sign of thecabinet tobofound. They had 
vaniBhed 

Into tblo air; and what sesmed corporal melted 
Ab breath Into Ibe wind. 

The Bubstance of Mr. Bolto'a statement, found on page 249, is 
that at 2 p. m., Tuesday, when they arrived at the Government 
house, there came up others of the revolutionary party, bring- 
ing rifles and pistols. He says this was premeditated; that the 
committee had notified the volunteers that they would go to the 
Government hou?e at 2 o'clock, and that they, reforrius; to the 
volunteers, arrived before the flntshing of the reading of the 
prooiamation. The testimony shows that before that reading 
'was finished Capt. Ziegler. a German, brought on bia company, 
he being tbe first, and by the time it was through the rest were 
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thero, so that when the aotby which those g'entlomen announced 
tlieir determination to seize on the Government of Hawaii waa 
finished, by reading the prociamatioa. the military force, which 
it was ooQoertod shouid be there at tlie time the committee on 
public safety went to the public buildinff, had arrived. They 
oame irom the armoiy. a plaoe not at all commanded or domi- 
nated by any loree of United States marines upon the island. 
Theycould liave been met by this va^ue and yet invlncibleand 
irresistible royal force of which Mr. Blount tells, and the tac- 
tions could have fought it out to their heaiTfs content, without the 
least interference, so long as the contest did not result in or 
threaten yiolenceand danger to the lives and property of Amerl- 



It could be inferred, and I think it is expressly stated in Mr. 
Blo.int's report— and such is the desire to dwell upon minute 
matters for the purpose of making good the attack upon the 
Administration of President Harrison and upon Mr. Stevena— 
that the committee on public safety furtively and by separ.ite 
streets went to the Government buiidin;?. In that he is squarely 
contradicted by the testimony of Mr. Watorhouso, page 47. My 
recollection of th it testimony is that the committee of thirteen, 
with one other gentleman whose namo is net given, miking 
fourteen, started from the meeting place of the committee of 

Eublio safety to go to the Government building, and my reeol- 
iction is positive that the testimony of Mr. Waterhouse is that 
twelve of them went in one body, up the same stredt, of course, 
and the other two, for some reason not esplained, took another 
Btreet. 

I infer that the twelve went up Merchant street, the princij)al 
business street of the city, upon which the police station is situ- 
ated. They had no guard; no soldier went with them. The 
names of the committee of thirteen were known, and had. been 
known since Monday, acd perhaps before; yes, S.iturday is the 
testimony, if my recollection servos mo. and yet not one of this 
imposing military force which, was at the hack of the Hawaiian 
Government waa invoked toatau or detain or arrest them. 

Mr. Waterhouse states that they expected to meet resistance 
at the Government building; he had heard a report that there 
were IfiOmen there. He thinks that it the Queen's forces and 
the military forces had got to lighting, the UnitedStatos troops 
would not have interfered except to protect American citizens. 
That waa the conception of the situ itioa which the committee 
of safety had when they set out for the Government building. 
Ho says that when they wero going into the door of the Gov- 
erniaeTit building various volunteers kept coming into the yard 
with their rifles. 



Mr. Damon statas in substance, on pige 39, that some of the. 
provisional troops cojiio on the ground before the i-eading of the 

Eroclaraation waa finished. Immediately after the proclamation 
Ole and others met at the office of the minister of the interior, 
and Cornwell and Fa ker came up from the station house and 
heldaconference, the result of which waa thit Diimon and Bolte 
were requested to return with Cornwef! and Parker to the sta- 
tion house (this was another of the amenities of this revolution) 
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and recoTnmend and urge upon the parties in power at the police 
Stiition to surrender to the I'rovisiooil Govei'nmeQt, They held 
a coaferenca in the room occupied generally hy the deputy tnar- 
Bh;il, at which were present Petorson, Colbiira, Parker, Corn- 
well, Bolte, and, later, Neumann. 

The President of the United States haa stated in hi3 annual 
message, as Mr. Blount had stated m his report, that this Pro- 
TiBioaal Government was established with the active aid of the 
United Stiites mLaititer, and by the puissant intimidation of the 
American troops. I have shown how they were distributed, 

I Bay the United States troops were not drawn up in line, or at 
all in a menacing or military attitude or array. 

Let us see whether Mr. Blount did not overlook some most im- 
portant testimony as to what took place right there at the time 
when the Provisiona! Government w;is coming into being by 
reading the proclamation. U the tfistimoQy of any witness is 
to be regarded respecting the military situation at the time, it is 
the testimony of Mr. Wilcox, the military man who was educated 
by the Hawaiian Government in the military schools of Italy, 
and who at the time of this revolution was passively favorable 
to the cause of the Queen. Mr. Wilooi says in regard to the at- 
titude of the troops— I oaa not give the page exactly 

Mr. GRAY. Who is the witness? 

Mr. DAVIS. Robert Wilcox. I read this question and an - 
Bwer in the examination of Wilcox, on page 542: 

Q. WUere were tna United States troops at Clis tima ol the roaaing of tho 
proolaraatlon? 
A, Rietit behind tbe oiwra houaa, In a building ther caJled Aclon, Hall. 



__. nsids ana soma outaldo. They took posseaslon or that qnarter. 

Q. Were ihey formed or noCT 

A. Ho; ther Just guarded tbe place. 

Q. Had they arms? 

A. Yea; and one or two QatUng guna— ono or two, t am BUM or that. 

What becomes of the claim that the United States marines 
were there drawn up in military array and menacing the operar 
tiona of the Queens Government or of her forces;' They had 
been stationed at the Arion Hall because there was no other 
place in the city where they could find shelter, although other 
places had been sought tor in vain, hospitality having been de- 
nied In other places. 

Further, to show the utter incredibility of the report of Com- 
mUsioner Blount as to the Implied duress even in the presence 
o£ United States troops on that occasion, or aa to what anybody 
bad any right to expect or to fear from them, I refer to the tes- 
timony of Mr. Damon, on page 39. It ssems that while the pro- 
clamation was being reid, some timid soul among the revolu- 
tionists — and there are always such on occiisions of that kiud — 
took it into his head that tiiei"© was danger, and he wanted to 
knowwhy they did not get protection from the United States 
troops; they were near at hand, but he did not see any protection 
particularlyinterposing between them and the danger which he 
leared. So Mr.iDamon said in substance: 

While tbe proclamation was beine rand, we wore all nervoua as to our 
Batety. I as&od oneofiliemBiiwUb me iheco. "Will nonue American troops 
support usf" finally laalteiioua or the men to go over and asli Lieut Svrfn- 
hiirnpif hi wnM pnr. o-niTij to aond some one over to protect us. Ti^e man 
"Capt, WiltsB'fl orders arB.'l remain passive; I 
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"I remain passive; I will cot support in any way," was the 
raeponse which tha cummaader, Liout. Swinburns, ot the ma- 
rines stationed in and about Arion Hall at the time of this trans- 
action, made to a pres3ii!g demand for support for the personal 
safety of the men who were then inatitutinj this Provisional 
Government. It all consists with the invariable dealaration ol 
Minister Stevens that he landed troopstoproteut American life 
and property, and that the incidental and collateral transactions 
might take care of themselves, provided Amriricaii lite and prop- 
were not put to peril. 

Is it not passing' strange, Mr. President 

Mr. GRAY. Mr. President — - 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Manderson in the chair). 
Doesthe Senator from Minnesota yield to the Senator fromDela- 

Mr, GRAY.' I am trying to follow the Senator, and I am very 
much interested in what he is saying. Will it interrupt him if 
I call his attention 

Mr. DAVIS. I am making what I regard as a close statsment 
from notes, speaking under that disadvantage, and I would 
rather not be interrupted. The Senator can reply to me when 

1 shall have concluded. 

Mr. GRAY. All right. I only wanted to call the Senator's 
attention to a piece ot testimony which he could not find., 

Mr. DAVIS. It is in the testimony of Mr. Damon. 

Mr. GRAY. I have it before me. 

Mr. DAVIS. It will be found in the testimony which is in 
the record, whether I have made a misoitation or not. 

Mr. GRAY. Very well, I shall not interrupt the Senator. 

Mr. DAVIS. The testimony is in the record, and that ia 
what Liout. Swinburne said when he was appealed to to protect 
and care for the personal safety of the men who were then read- 
ing the proclamation for the Institution ot that Provisional Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. GRAY. Who was that? 

Mr. DAVIS. Lieut. Swinburne. 

Mr. FRYE. Lieut. Swinburne was in charge on shore. 

Mr. GRAY. Certainly. 

Mr. DAVIS. He wasactirgundortheordera of Capt. Wiltae. 

Mr. GRAY. He said " I remain passive. " What else did he 
say? 

Mr. DAVIS. He also said, "I will not support it in anyway." 

Mr. GRAY. I do not find that in the testimony which' I have 
here. 

Mr. DAVIS. I am endeavoring to make this statement with 
absolute fidelity. Of course entireaocuraey can not be expected 
and error may creep in in a matter so complicated as this, and 
of course I would not interpolate anvthing into the record. 

Mr. GRAY. No one can be more sure of that than I. 

Mr. DAVIS. It was on Tuesday afternoon at about half past 

2 o'clock that this appeal to Lieut. Swinburne was made. The 
United States troops h:wl been at Ai'ion Hall froma certain hour 
on the evening before and had probably beon there over twenty 
hours, within 100 feet of the palace, I should thlnlc, a,nd within 
a shorter distance of the Govornmettt building. Does nnyone 
Buppoae that Wilson and Cornwell and Parker and Colburn and 
Peterson and all persons representing the (Jueon being up te a 
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comparativelyi'eceiitdate in the Government buildingandwitllin 
astione'a throw of these troops, could not have ascertained from 
Lieut. Swinburne what his purposes and orders were, nnd that 
they would not have heen given the same answerwhich was made 
to the members of the Provisional Government when they sup- 
posed they were in extremity? Can anyone doubt with the ac- 
tivity which Wilson displayed that he had not asked that ques- 

Why did not Commissioner Blount, with that thread of evi- 
dence placed in hia hands, follow it up and ascertain whethor.it 
was not notified to both parties there that neither ono could ex- 
pect the active aid, aBSistaace, or interference of the United 
Stiat«a military force? The conviction is borne upon my mind 
BO forcibly that I can not refrain from repeating that I firmly 
believe from their action that they had that information from 
Lieut, Swinburne, and had it over and over again. 

It is suggested to me by the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Hoar] that the Queon, if she had supposed that the force there 
waa menacing her, would have made a formal inquiry as to why 
it was there. No question of that kind ia shown to have been 
asked. I presume it was asked. The fact ia that in the exer- 
cise of reasonable diligence, surrounded by counselors such as 
she had, she and they knew, and were bound to know by inquiry, 
what the presence of that force meant on that occasion. 

Mr. President, much has been said as to the time of this rec- 
ognition. As in all cases where many events are crowded into 
a short time, there is confusion in the testimony and some de- 
gree of conflict, but after the Provisional Government was de- 
clared, Capt. Wiltse sent his aid to see if they were in posses- 
sion of ttio Government building, Mr. Stevens, whohad a mili- 
tary aid. sent him to see if they were in possession of the Gov- 
ernment building, the British minister came over to see whether 
they were In possessionot the Government building; Mr. Damon 
and Mr. Bolte went down to the station house to confer with the 
force that was said to be there, and, coming back, they went over 
to see the Queen. 

About 4 o'clock Parker, the minister of foreign affairs, came 
to the Government buildins', and said, "You are in possession 
and we can do nothins-." The others had gone to the station 
house to recommend the surrender. Returning, as I said, they 
had gone to the palace to enforce their recommendation upon 
the Queen, two of her ministers and two mombera or delegates 
from the Provisional Government, and alter some debate, some 
urging, the Queen yielded. About that time Minister Stevens 
reco^niied the Provisional Government. 

It is said that in the letter from President Dole to Minister 
Stevens he states, "We hare not yet got possession of the sta- 
tion house," But he also states, "We expect to be in possession 
in a few minutes," There was undoubtedly a time which elapsed 
between the agreement of the Queen and her cabinet to surren- 
der the station house and the time of the actual surrender, which 
seems to have taken place about 7:30 o'clock. 

The capitulation had been made; but, Mr. Presideat, in my 
view of all the facts (ind clrcnmstivnces which surround the 
transactions of this day, taking into consideration everything 
which had been done, it waa utterly immaterial that tlie Pro- 
visional Government had not posaession of that municipal build- 
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ing known as tlie police station house. They h.nd tnken, occu- 

fiied, and possessed the Tsry seat of government of the Hawaiian 
altinds; tlieyhsldtliecapitolbuUding-of that Kingdom, the build- 
ing' wherein Ihe Legislature aat, whore the supreme coni't sat, 
where theolHcoaof theministerswere, wherein all the executive 
functionsof the Government were conducted. The Queen'a gov- 
ernment had possibly intended at one time to defend it, for when 
the supportera of the Proviaioaal Government went thi'ough the 
building they found it Taount, it is true, as to armed men, but 
they found munitions ot war in the foreign ofBce. The inten- 
tion, if it ever existed, had been abandoned. The Proviaional 
Government had possession of the very center of power and dom- 
ination of the Hawaiian Kingdom without resistance, and was 
actually negotiating with the Queens ministers, her responsible 
counselors, without whom she could do no valid act, for the sur- 
render of the last lurking place of her illusory power. 

Under such circumstances as these Mr. Stevens recognized the 
Provisional Government. This was on the Htb, and it was rec- 
ognized on the next day by the representatives ot every foreign 
govemmentonthatisland, excepting the representative of China, 
and he recogni/.ed it on the I'Jth. u ttiere had been any irreg- 
ularity about this, with this foreign influence perpetually in- 
termeddling in the Hawaiian Islands, is it to be supposed for a 
moment tbut the recognition by representatives of the foreign 
powers would have been so instantaneous? 

Mr. President, I hive conducted this examination through 
the memorable four days of this revolution. My discussion of 
this matter, I am aware, has been inadequate. That record will 
yield rich mines ot information to anyone who will sit down and 
examine it with an impartiiil eye. I am aware that there is 
testimony on both sides of this question. I have spoken solely 
from the evidence presented by Commissioner Blount. What I 
criticise is that he has ignored and has not been impressed with 
preponderating evidence of the gravest character, which tends 
he S pport of his own country and hia own countrymen. 
The Administnttion o£ President Harrison was in judgment, 
and he onduct of Mr. Stevens was to be piiased upon by Mr. 
B oun Mr. Stevens expressly was u^on trial. Mr. Blount was 
B n o there to test by investigation the validity and up- 
r h n ss of Mr. Stevens's action. Mr. Stevens was upon the 
s and Mr. Blount saw him every day. According to Mr. 
Bon eport, Mr. Stevcnssconduct was highly reprehensible, 
and be Is indorsed in that statement by the President in his an- 
nual message. In the name of all that is fair, in the nameof all 
Sroceedings that would not have scandalized even the star-cham- 
ar, whydidnotMr. Blountupply to bis countryman, Mr. Stevens, 
then on the island, for an explanation of the circumstances the 
evidenceof whicbhewasao industriously gathering against him? 
SuppTessioveri iSuijgestiofabii. EverytbingcanbeiiSerrea against 
such a. perversa and determined effort to avoid the sources of evi- 
dence. 

President Dole bore aprominent part in this transaction. Ho, 
^officio, as president of the Provisional Government, is the min- 
ister of foreign affairs, and he was also to be judged by Commis- 
sioner Blount. Why was not his statement taken? It would 
have been freely accorded. It was due to him. Mr. Blount 
being accredited to hiia, aa he was by letters of credence, it 
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that iie should be allowed to maJre an explanation of the 
matters concerning wbich ho was to be so gravely oompromised 
by the report of Mr. Blount, to be adoptiid as a verity by the 
Pi'esident of the United States ii '' ' 

Thus, Mr. President, the curt 
this hai-loquia monareliy. The i .^ 
ished into the m!»s9 of the population. The queen of the play 
laid aside her tinsel crown, put ot^' her tawdry regalia, and re- 
entered private life throug-h the sbigo entrance. The play had 
haditsrun. The engag'ement, whichhjidnotbeensuccessful, was 
ended and the theater was to be closed. The whole proceeding 
throughout had been imitative. The monarchy was a spectacle. 
It had been tolerated by the civilized world, although frequently 
the performance bad t>een rudelyand forcibly interrupted by the 
foreign spectators. The dom.'stic audience, heavily taxed for 
its support, when insulted by the actors, had repeatedly resont«d 
the indignity with violence. The practical and real took the 
place of this pernicious mockery. A firm government, conducted 
by juat and able men, was installed upon the abandoned stage. 
The whole proceeding bad been spectacular. Civilization had 
endured it. The lord of the demesne had for a brief period con- 
ferred his functions upon Christopher Sly. But to this general 
and correct appreciation of the melodrama there was one excep- 
tion. As the play was ending the Democratic Administration 
came in asa spectator, as Don yuixoloiiad Sancho Panza entered 
the puppet show in Spain. To it, as to the don, the performance 
was real, aod, like real life, it WEia thought to be continuous. It 
Haw in the mammeta and puppets and in the stage queen weak- 
nessoverpoweredand virginity oppressed and disinherited, while 
Sancho, against the evidence of hia senses, saw through the eyea 
of bis master, [Laughter and applause in the galleries.] 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair calls the attention 
of the occupants of the galleries to the requirement of the rules 
of the Senate. No marks of applause or disapprobation are per- 
mitted. The Senator from Minnesota will proceed. 

Mr. DAVIS. AndMr. Blount was sent to the Hawaiian Islands 
on the chivalrous quest inspired by that delusion. 

Mr. Blount was appointed on the Ilth day of March, 1893* 
The treaty was withdrawn, I think, upon the 7th day of March, 
1893. An inquiry mon^ interesting and important than any- 
thing that I have discussed (because this Hawaiian question is 
fleeting; it will pass away) is whether tho appointment of Mr. 
Blount was a constitutional appointment, in that it never re- 
ceived the advice or consent of the Senate. 

A most important case as a precedent is immediately raised. 
It lays hold of the most distant future, and may affect our rela- 
tions with other nations than Hawaii. The Constitution of the 
United States, Article II, section 1, provides as to the powersof 
the President: 

'>r the Senate 
la. Jmauss of 
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fion, named to be appointed by the Presideat, by and with the 
advice and consent o£ the Senate. 

Was Mr. Blount adiplomatic representative? Was he a diplo- 
matic oCHcei'? I turn, to his letters oi credence, dated at Wash- 
ington on the 11th day of March, la the yearlS93, addressed by 
Grover Clevelwid, President of the United States, to his great 
and good friend, Sanford B. Dole, the president of the executory 
and advisory council of the Proviaional Government ol the Ha- 
waiian Islands: 

QkbAt ahdGood PbikNd: I have made choice or Jamas H. Blount, oua 
oj om' distiugulaliea citizens, aa ray special comralealOQKr to visit the Ha- 
waiian Islands and make reporl to mc concerning Mie present atatua ol »1- 
talrs in that country. He is woil informed of our sincere desire to cultivats 
and maintain to tlie fullest extent ths trlendsliip wliicn has ao long auli- 
Hlstud between tne two countries— 

I ask the attention of the Senate to the following— 
(md In all matters atTecting relatlona with tha Qovernmeut of the Hawaiian 
Islands his authority Is paramount. 

In all mattsrs affecting the relationsof the Government of the 
United States with the Jiawaiian Islands his authority is para- 
mount. I should be pleased to hear anyone suggest language 
more forcible or comprehensive to confer supreme authority in 
all matters o[ diplomatic relations in any Ciise upon any man. 
No matter what Mr. Stevens may hive done or what he may 
hereafter in hip offlea say, I, the President of the United States, 
by my letters of credence to j[0u, Mr. Blount, notify President 
IJole that Mr. Blount's authority in all matters ailecting rela- 
lions between these two Governments is paramount. 

I shall not discuss the instructions to Mr, Blount, because the 
commission comprehends It all and is broader in some respects 
than the instruotions. What Ja the use of talking about names 
and words and trying to draw vain distinctions here when the 
fact, the thing, is what we are after? Mr. Stevens was in- 
Btruoted, I will say, that he could continue to perform the duties 
of his office in all matters where Mr. Blount's authority did not 
conllict. 

Mr. President, if this right enlists in the President ol the 
United States there is not a court in Europe whoro bis familiar 
can not sit down with paramount authority by the aide of a duly 
confirmed minister and overrule him. There is not a court in 
»he United States where his familiar can not sit down with par- 
amount authority beside' the district attorney and control him. 
There ia not a United States marshal empowered by virtue 
of his commission to execute the processes of the courts of 
the United States who can not ba accompanied by a familiar of 
tho President ot the United States with paramount authority to 
overrule and control him. The Presidentis the Commander-in- 
Chief ol tho Army and Navy ot the United Stites, There isnot 
a colonel of a regiment, a commander of a military division, or 
the captain of a man-o[-war who is not subject to have appear 
before him the apparition of a familiar of the President of the 
United Statas with a letter giving him paramount authority to 
overrule and control him. 

It was not without reason that the f ramers of the Constitution 
ot the United States provided, in express terms, that consuls 
and ambassadors, other public ministers, and the judges of the 
Supreme Court, siiall bo appointed by the President, by and with 
the advice andcoaaent of the Senate. They considered most pro- 
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phetlcallywhat thoy were doing. By the terms ot the Constltu- 
tion they were framing' (the wisest inati'iament of government ever 
prepared by the wit of mau, and laying liold of more future con- 
tingencies tlian any such instrument ever did), they made the 
President the soie point of contact and means of communication 
tietween the Government of the United States and foreign 
powers. Congress in either body, or together, can hold nocom- 
muaication with any foreign power. No governor of a State 
Bor any State authority can do it. No individual can do it. 
Everything must be done through the President of the United 
States, who makes the treaties and appoints the ministers. 

It was felt that this extraordinary power, necessarily confl 
to the direction of a single understanding and a single will, w<io 
susceptible of the greatest abuse; for, although the President 
can not declare war, he can, through his foreign policy, con- 
ducted by diplomatic officers, embroil thLs nation in such diEBoul- 
tjes as to bring aforeignwar upon ua,andcompel Congress to de- 
olarea defensive war. So vast was this power that they deemed 
it important expressly to say in the Constitution that the names 
of these officers thusappoint^d should besubmitted to the Senate, 
that the Senate might know what men were being sent abroad 
to conduct these difficult and delicate relations. They are first 
named as the most important, for they precede the judges of 
the Supreme Court. 

On the other hand, as to the judges of the Supreme Court, the 
framers of the Constitution considered how republics and other 
constitutional governments have been sapped and mined by a 
pliant judiciary; how, while an irregular and improper exercise 
of the powers of appointment of foreign ministers might aftect 
disastrously our exterior relations, similar improprieties and 
carelessness of appointment In judges might result in seriously 
compromising everything that was internal in our system of gov- 
ernment. Accordingly with the same care with which they pro- 
vided that amlrassadors, other public ministers, and consuls 
should be named by the President to the Senate, to receive its 
advice and consent, they made the same provision in regard to 
the judges of the Supreme Court, 

Section 1614 of the Etevisod Statutes provides that— 

DlplomaUc offlcers ehall bs fleemed to Include ambaesadors, envoys eitra- 
orfllnary, miniswrs plenipoMmtlary, ministers cestdent, commissioners, 
charge d'a^ffaires, agents, and secretaries of legation, and none other. 

How does Mr, Blount's commission read? 

[At this point the honorable Senator was interrupted by the 
expiration of the morning hour, and unanimous consent was given 
that he might proceed,] 

Mr. DAVIS, The word "commissioner" in the statute which 
I have just read, enumerating who shall bo diplomatic officers, 
distinctly comprehends Mr. Blount, for the letters ot credence 

I tiave made choice at James H. Blount • • • as my special oommla- 
■loaer. 

He was a special commissioner whose authority In all mat- 
tors pertaining to the relations lietween the governments should 
be paramount. If special commissioner is not covered by the 
express language of the Constitution in its words of enumora- 
lion it is covered by the other more general clause, namely, the 
interior officers to be designated by law. 
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To show Mr. Blount's unilers tan ding of his powers, my friend 
the SeuHitor fi'om MaBsacliusattiS [Mr. tlOAKJ Ciilla my attention 
to his mode of signature, page 139, Executive Document No. 47, 
in a cummunication to Mr. Greshani. 

Mr. GKAY. What is the page? 

Mr. DAVIS. Page 139. It fe always the same way, I Uiink, 
"James H. Blount, Special Commissioner of the United States." 
This is his formal report. What whb there lacking in what Mr. 
Blount did or in what he was empowered to do to constitute him, 
an ambassador or public minister? He falls within the purview 
of the constitutional enumeration. He /alls expressly within 
the enumei-iition of the statute which I have juat read. In 
my view, in the sense of the Constitutioa, an olBcer ia one who 
has authority to act in the name of and on behalf of the United 
8tates and by whose actions the Government may be bound, 
Buch was Mr. Blount. 

Now, Mr. PreBldent, it is said that there are precedents for 
this. I deny It. I eay that there is no preced jnt in our diplo- 
matic history that protects this flagrant violation of the Coaeti- 
tution of the United States. He was empowered, aa my friend, 
the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Platt], auggesta, in hia in- 
Btruotiona given to him by Mr. Gresham, to invoke the naval 
and military force ol the United States by virtue oi his para- 
mount official character: 

la tlio Judgment of the Prasldeat, your aulhorlty, as well aa that of the 
commander ol thentival forces In Hiiwii.ila.n waters, should be and is limited 
In the USB otph.VKiual force to aucli moasures aaare necessary to protect Ite 
persons and propei-ty ot our cltliensi and while absliilnlng from any man- 

. i_. — . „„;,>..>.. n .t,. = — = „. .I,- ■■■■." '.J, you should 

isintlielnter- 
sound dlscra- 

He was empowered to call into force and active operation the 
military force, aad was aJso empowered to use his friendly offices 
for aaeLtlement. If there is anythio^ wanting to endow Mm 
(nlly with complete diplomatic character, it does not at this mo- 
ment occur to me. 

Mr. PLATT. What greater power has any ambassador? 

Mr. DAVIS. My friend, the Senator Erom Connecticut [Mr. 
Platt], asks me what greater power any ambassador has. None. 
In fact, Mr, President, it is the only instance in our history that 
I recollect where any President haaever undertaken toappointan 
ambassador. The dietinction betweeaanambassadorandamia- 
ieter as luid down in the authoritative works upon International 
law is that the ambassajlor represente the person of his sover- 
eign, whereas the minister does not. In imperial language in 
these letters of credence, the President ot the United States noti- 
.fles President Dole that he has appointed Mr. Blount " as my 
specialcommissioner," 

Mr. HOAB. I abould like to call the attention of my honor- 
able friend to the fact that the recent statute authorizing the 
President to appoint amb:iss'ulors expressly provides that the 
functions shall not be enlarged beyond the existing functions. 

Mr. DAVIS. Yes; ofa minister or envoy. I denied a few mo- 
mentsago that there was any precedent in our history whiob pro- 
tects this transaction, even iiy rumote analogy. I do not believe 
it can be found. I do not believe it ever will boag'ain attompted 
to create another one. II found, it la valueless and should ba 

800 
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disregarded. I am awn,re that during the debates in the Senato 
upon the lishei'ies treaty io J8d8 a list of some i38 appointments 
alleged to be of like character was broug-ht forwivrd, and that 
hae bjen a fetish to conjure with ever since: and yet under the 
examination to which it waa eubmitted in the remarks of the 
6«aior Senator from New Ha,mpshire [Mr, Chandler] upon 
that treaty it loat ita charm and should no long-er hive any effi- 
cacy. When sifted out there were but SBven in ail that list 
(minor matters, passing unquestioned at the time, and doubtless 
attributable to inattention) that could with even plausibility 
be maintained to be precedents. And even those were not, 
in my judgment, cases to which the constitutional proTiaion 
under consideration is applicable. I shall ask leave, for the pur- 
pose of saving time and presenting that question better than I 
can do, to print a short extract from tho remarks of the senior 
Senator from New Hampshire, made in the discussion ot that 
treaty, wherein he discussed that particular subject: 

No one has btbc disputed the privilege of the PresWent to neeotlala traa- 
tles, uslxi^ Ihe Seeret&ry ol State nttd the ro^i3,rly appolnied aai conflrmea 
lorelgn mmlatera for thil purpose. WUy, then, do lae minorlly particolar- 
Iza and parade about tse oases of thai character r Simply to obEcure tbe fla- 
Rramt nature oI the case now under revlevf and eensure, ana to break tM 
force al the one great and overwtLelmlnf; pmceOeat against It., to be ahortlr 
stated. InadditioQ totheeeUSiiaeeslherepOTtBlvea a list of three persona 
appointed by the Secretary of State and a list ot &iTV-two appointed by Om 
PreBldent, and special!; conOrmed by the Senate to c^otiate treaties. But 
of the three appolnled by the Secretary of State, two. Hughes and Bates, 
were already afplomatlo offlcers. and the thirty-two are of course all prece- 
dents against the minority and not In tlieir favor. 

There 1b to be eiiracted from clie list of 171 only the foUowIug cases which 
— of any value tf> the minority, being those where privatf oltiaeas were 

-jloyed in negoliationa without the p-' ■ -'--- ■ 

1. a. Morris, privau^ent, October 13 



.. ith Turfcey. 

Bdmnnd Roberla. January 26,1832, to conclade treaties of navigatloti 
aiiu commerce wltS Coohtn CWna, Slam, and Muscat. 

B. A, Dudley Mano. March 38, IMfi, to conclude with Hauover, Hungary, 
Switzerland, etc., treaties of comnierce and navigation. 

6 Benjamin E. Qresne, June 13, 18411. tocoociudetreatiesot commerce wlUi 
Haytl and tlie Dominican Republic. 

T. Isaac E. Morse. Oecember .'>. 1856, Co conclude a treaty wltbMewQranada 
wttb reference to transit across the Isthmus of Panama, 

What a pitiful llEtamongthowho1e4T»ivbichare sot oat with such elaliora- 
tlon in the mlaority report! It is sufficient to say in relation to these T, In 
the face of the oTBrwhelmlng precedents the other way— the 4813 cases where 
treaties have been negotiated by ofncials who had beeu conBrmed by the 
Senate aa required by the Const ftutlon— that they arc few In number, that 
the negotiations were inalenlflcant, that the preceiienta were never acqui- 
esced in, and ttaattheyconatitulenoreal authority (or or JusUacaUon of ttie 
marhed violation of the Constitution oomTnitteil by the President In appoint- 
ing Messrs. Angell and Putnam without the consent of the Senate. 

Ihave stated that the object of tbe niinorlty In cumbering their report 
with upward of 438 cases which have no bearing upon tho point in contro- 
versy la simply to break the force of the one great and overwhelming prec- 
edent against tbem. It Is Imposible to resist this conclusion or a worse 
Opinion upon the recorded facts. 

On page 130 the minority give thecaseoJ the Joint High Commission which 
negotiated the Alabama claims treaty, and they show Messrs. l^benezer B. 
Hoar and George H, Williams as appointed while privatadtliensiwoof the 
five plenipotentiaries by the Pri'Stdent alone; and the minority include the 
five IQ their number (on page 1D3| of 43S persons appointed by the President 

^1^ minority, therefore, certainly thus appear to have found a pertinent 
precedent, especially aa the High Joint Commission held ita sesSons, lIlM) 
Wie Bayard-Cbamberlain CommisBton, and with similar festivities. In tho 
City of Washing tiin. The only objection that can be made against this preos- 
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Isier Schencli, anCt Mr. Jus[ice Nolso'j. were nomiiDiled to thu Sen%t« and 
WacB Gonfirmeil on the lOtli day of E'Bbruaiy, 1S!1, before they acted. 

I have indicated, and others who havspreoeded me in thla da 
bate have Indicated with an ability that I can not hope to equal, 
the serious consequences which are involved in this estpaordi- 
nary assumption of power. The President has endeavored to 
break through the wails which divide our Government into de- 
partments. He has invaded the privileges of the Senate in this 
particular respect, and we are advised that we ought to sit silent 
under this attack; that we should let it pass by without criticism 
or protest. So far as we are concerned, perhaps, personally wb 
might do so, but as g-uardians of the constitutional rights of the 
people we can not. 

It is not the first time in history, Mr. President, that an at- 
tack upon the privileges of a, Senate has been made by an Ei- ■ 
eeutive magistrate, nor is it the first time in history that re- 
sentment or discussion by the Senate has been deprecated. At 
a time in the history of the Roman Empire, when the Emperor 
was Pnnceps tjenatus, connected somewhat with that body as 
the President of the United States is with this, a resolute 
man, a man determined to overthrow the privileges of the 
Senate, withdrew himself into seclusion for that purpose to 
tho island of Capri, and as the last Administration is accused, 
as Mr. Stevens is accused, as the American men in that Island 
are accused, as the privileges of tn.o Senate of the United 
States are ignored, so he by a message accused and brought into 
question the privileges of the Senate. Discnsslon was to be 
stifled. Nothing was to be said. The fewromaining arches which 
sustained the senatorial privileges were to be broken down with- 
out question. When some one is represented by the satirist to 
have asked concerning the man attacked or the privilege to be 
overthrown, he thus said, and was answered to: 

S'd quo eicidU nib crimint; ^liaam 
Selaiorf gmiatjudMis; quo ietU proMvUf 
Jill /torum; verboia et grandii fpitlota vmU 
A. Capr/it. Bine kabei; tml plus iaterrogo. 

My friend from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] requests me to 
translate that. He does not need it, of course. ButanotherSen- 
atov[Mr. Washburn] suggests that some of thereatof usdo. I 
will not attempt to give a literal translation, but I will give an 
accurate paraphrase which will show its application; "Into 
what crime has he fallen? By what informer has he been ac- 
cused? What judge has passed upon hira? What witness has 
testified against him? Not one or any of these. A verbose and 
turgid message has come over from Capri. That settles it, I 
will interrogate no further." [laughter.] 

Mr. Blouut was appointed on the 1 1th day of March, 1893, and 
he arrived at Honolulu on the 29th of April, 189.1, He called on 
President Dole and presented the letters of credence to that 
" great and good brother " on the SOth day of April, 1893. 

Icommimlciitea to him the friendly dispositionof our Government toward 
htm nnd toward tiia Ua,wuiian people. 1 usured him of tcs purpose to avoid 
an-v lnr.prrernnr.fl with Lbe domestic conoems of the islands uoless It became 
la and pcoperty of American ciUzens. I tlian 
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Now, in the light of what he did immediately thereafter and 
what hes heeti done since, the proprieties of language fail to 
properly characterize tliat delusive meesag'ei tor he immediately 

Proceeded, in violation of a statute ol his country, which no 
resldentcandispeose with,andof the precepts of international 
law to put himsell into communication (as he wrongfully charges 
Stevens with doing) with an element, to wit, the royal element, 
which la in every way hostile to the government to which he 
had just presented his letters of credence, and in which he as- 
sured it of the entire friendship of the President of the United 
States. I refer to Section 1751 of the Revised Statutes: 



No diploinatio or consulw officer shall coiraspond In regard to Che public 
aBalrs of any toreign eoTBrnmenc, wllh any private person, newspaper, 

SUtea, 

Over and over again Mr. Blount violated that provision, 

Mr. HAWLEY. Ho was seat to do nothing else. 

Mr. iJAVIS. The instructions which he had received were 
not the message which he communicated to President Dole. 
Those were concealed. 

On the 30th day of March it had got out in Hawaii that Mr. 
Blount was there. The hopes of royalty in some way or other 
were excited, and a mass meeting of the Hawaiian League was 
held, it passed resolutions for the restoration of the monarchj" 
and the restoration of Queen Liliuokalani, reciting that Presi- 
dent Cleveland had sent Mi". Blount out as special commissioner. 
This vras the next day after he arrived in the island. On Uie 
next day, March 31, he received a messenger wishing to know 
when it would be convenient lor him to receive a committee from 
the mass meeting, which desired to present these resolutions. 
If this was not correspondingwith, putting himself into com- 
munication with private persons, subjects of another power, 
within the prohibition of the statute which I have read, will 
some one tell me what would he? He avows that this raised a 
question whether such action would consist with a "recognition 
of existing authority and the policy of noninterference." (Page 
6, 1 But he does not avow any intention of consulting President 
Dole on this point, nor did he consult him. 

But something had to be done to smooth away the road for the 
audience which he proposed to give in his court to the commi1>- 
tee of the mass meeting which was about to invoke him to aid 
in restoring the fallen monarchy. The American flag was float- 
ing over the government building at Hawaii at that time. It 
waa invited to float over there by Mr. Dole's government, which 
we had recognized. There was no questionof forcible interven- 
tion or intrusion there at all. It was properly there by the in- 
vitation of the government of President Dole, which was the 
only government that had any right to complain. 

To make the'way smooth and easy to receive this petition for 
the restoration of the royal power, with the inevitable effect of 
its raising hopes which were in direct contradiction to the as- 
- eurances he had given to President Dole two days before, or one 
day before, on the 31st day of March, 1893, ho called on Mr, 
Dole and notitied him that he, Mr. Blount, should cause the en- 
sign of the United States to be lowered and the troops ordered 
on board their ships; and he ordered Admiral Skerri^ to execute 



X.oo^^lc 



42 

•nch order on the 1st day of April at 11 o'clock. The flag was 
rightfully thoj-e. The Hnnexation of tho islands wns thought 
to be immineot. The flag was a coming event which cast its 
shadow before. It was there by invitation of the Provisional 
Government itself, It wiia thei« uoder the stress of urgent and 
Imminent dang t, as appeared both to President Dole and Mr. 
Stevens when such request was made. 

Mr. PRYE. Ml-. President 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does tho Senator from Minne- 
sota yield? 

Mr. PKYE. I desire to put in hero the remarkable order 
whieh: Mr. Blount g.ive an admiral of tho United States Navy. 

Mr. DAVIS. Will my friend please read it? I will adopt it 
as a part of my remarks, 

Mr.FBYB. It is as follows; 

noHOLULU, march SI, M33. 
Sib; You are directed to haul flown tha United Stacea ensign (rom the 
.....»„»< K-..irrii...,* «»4 ,« ,^v.^K„.,i. -V,,. .«„.,„^ now on flhoce to thesbips 

lay Of April. 



Hoir-Adnilral J. S. Skbbheti, 



JAMES H, BLOUNT, 
il Commissioner of Ike Vniled Stati 



■g i'aeijle Sqaadroit. 

The history of this country miy bs hunted over and no other 
Instance can be found where a civil officer or a citi/ea of oue of 
Our Statea ordered an admiral of the American Navy to haul 
down the flag of our Government. 

Mr. DAVIS. But it is said that Mr. Blount w£« notanofficerl 

Mr. DOLPH. Will the Senator allow me to add that the In- 
atruotions ot the Secretary of the Navy to Admiral Skerrett di- 
rected him to obey the orders of Mr. Blount and placed the 
naval forces in those islands under tho command of Mr. Blount? 

Mr. DAVIS. And yet Mr. Blount was not a diplomatic ofB- 
cer, and did not need to have the consent of the Senate to his 

Mr, PilYE. But, it the Senator will allow me, no diplomatic 
officer, no ambassador, no minister plenipotentiary, no officer 
whatever outside of the President of tho United States and the 
Secretary of the Navy and the regular officers of the Navy, ever 
made any such order, nor was ever clothed with power to make 
any such order; and this, lam happy to say, ia the oaly instance 
ever to be found. 

Mr. HOAR. Or that over will be found. 

Mr. DAVIS. I hare no doubt of tho exact historical truth of 
that statement and of the verity of that prediction. 

Mr, President, tbis is the first time innearly thirty years that 
the American flag has been lowered by an American hand under 
circumstances which have brought a feeling of dishonor and 
shame toan American heart. It is the last time in many years, I 
predict, thatthatact will be done. Although the stars thus disap- 
pear d from the HjiWiiiian sky, that ensign will in due time, 
though lowered in dishonor, eventu^iily be raised in power. 

After these orders were delivered to Admiral Skerrett, and 
when everything was made easy for aspiring royiiliam by the an- 
nouncement that it was to be done (for it went out that the Ameri- 
can Hag was to belowered and the military recalled on board the 



*^.oo^^lc 



i3 

ship) Mr. Blount, in the afternooD of that day, Marcii 31, notified 
the committee of the league that ho would receive tliem at 4 
o'clock. April 1, five hours after the American flugwuB to be low- 
ered. What waetho eil'ectot that":* All that Stevens ia charged 
with doing by way of inciting rebellion and revolution or tumult 
is DoEtbe tithe of a thoufsaodth part of that which can be inferred 
from the action of Mr. Blount. 

When Mr. Blount came to that island evojything woa serene 
, and peaceful. Everybody had acquiesced, the Queen included, 
in the situation. He had not been there two days before by an 
acta thousand times more sigailicuntthananythingeven Stevens 
ia charged with, he incited all of the trouble, the rebellious feel- 
ing, the insurrectionary disposition, which for a time seemed 
to have been laid iit rest; and then under Ihosecircumstaoces ho 
notified the committee of the league (which, I think, he says 
somewhere in his report comprised 8,0 iOnativeHawaliansi, that 
the flag being out of the way, tbe troops off tbe island, I here, a 
special commissioner, am ready to receive you; and he says in 
regard to lowering the flag: 

This was doDe In order that, wli on the committee callefl, the ensign would 
have heeu hauled down and the troops ordered aboard of their vbssoIh. iind 
I could Eta,te treel7 to the commitlee that It was not my purpose to 
In their flomestlcooncer "— ' "■-"-•—■» ■=■ '■• — 

persons and property o[ 

But the flag that hestruck was there at therequestof thePro- 
Tiaional Government, which our Government had recognized and 
to which he had been accredited. Hemet this committee, niue- 
toen members. They presented to him the resolutions, desiring 
that they be transmitted to the President of the United States. 

Mr. MOKGAN, Will the Senator from Minnesota allow me 
to ask him a question? If he has it before him, I wiahhe would 



Mr. DAVIS. It ia in one of tlie documents submitted by the 
President to the Senate within a few days. It Is in a dispatch 
from Mr. Stoveos to Mr, Gresham, wherein he goes on at length 
reciting the apprehended intrigue of the British commissioner, 
the presence of an additional Japanese man-of-war, a translation 
of declarations ot the Japanese captain, the wish and desire of 
President Dole that the marines should be landed— in short, 
giving a full and explicit reason for their presence there. Now, 
I can not give the p 'ge, and it is asking too much in the manner 
in which I am speaking to request it. 

Mr. MORGAN. I beg leave to say that the act of raising the 
flag was in conjunction with the act declaring the protectorate 
ol the United States Government over Hawaii. I was not quite 
certain whether the raising of the flag and tlie declaration or 
aasortion of a protector.ite were contemporaneous acts. 

Mr. DAVIS. I hear the Senator imp rfectly. The history of 
that protectorate was this, to go bad; to the beginning. In the 
first place, Mr. Stevens established a, protecturatc thf;re, gen- 
eral in its character, while the treaty should be under consider- 
ation. 

Mr. MORGAN. Now, was that point of time— 

Mr. DAVIS. I do not propose to he cross- esamined. 
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Mr. MORGAN. No; I am asking 

Mr. DAVIS. That is just the amount of the interruption. 

Mr. MORGAN. 1 am asking for information and seeking for 
information strictly. 

Mr. DAVIS. The idea of the Senator from Alabama asking 
me for information! 

Mr. MORGAN. Of course. 

Mr. DAVIS. He is the chairman of the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, and his memory and capacity to assimilate and 
store away all suhjecte are marvelous to contsmplate. 

Mr. MORGAN. I am asking for informntion, aad in perfect 
good faith. I want to know whether the flag was raised at the 
time the protectorate was established? 

Mr. DAVIS. Which protectorate does the Senator refer to? 

Mr. MORGAN. The one that Stevens asserted over the 
island. 

Mr. DAVIS. I can not say as to that matter of detail. 

Mr. MORGAN. That is the point about wliich I am uncer- 
tain. I wish, however, to remind the Senator of the fact that 
Mr. Foster distinctly disavowed the protectorate over the island 
in his dispatch to Mr. Stevens, and 1 do not know what the flag 
could be doing there without the protectorate, or what the pro- 
tectorate could be doing there without the flag. 

Mr. DAVIS. So much for the interview which Mr, Blount 
bad with the members of the league within two days after he 
landed on the Island, praying for the restoration of the mon- 
archy and the deposition of the Government to which he was 
accredited. Shortly aJterward he received a long petition from 
the Hawaiian political league, another affair it seems, numer- 
ously signed, wttich states: 

Therefore, wo aubmli to you our hnmlile petition and statamonta, aa j-on 
■roInpoBseBSlonof vaatpowera In your mission to do justice to the Hawai- 
ian people, our Inaepenaenoe, the throne, and the Hftwaiian Hag: we beg 
you 00 restore our belored Q^iaen LlUuokalanl to the throne wich the IndB- 
penaenoe of the Hawaiian people, as you have restored llie Hawaiian flag. 

That no United States minister should corres|)ond with an_y 
private citizen is the plainest dictate ol international law if it 
were not against the plain provision of our statute. About the 
28thorApril(inthi3eaHehe notified Commissioner Dole of his in- 
tention) he call ad upon Queen Llliuokalani and look her statement, 
negotiated with her upon the subject, took her version of the trans- 
action and her claims. But, as I have said, he made no attempt 
to take the version of Mr. Stevens or Mr. Dole. On the Slst ot 
May he did another extraordinary act. Accredited to the Pro- 
visional Government as the lord paramount in all matters con- 
cerning the political relations between the two countries, he 
placed himself in correspondence with the Queen in her royal 
character, and with her cabinet in their offici'il capacity; re- 
ceived petitions in that character and in that capacity from 
the Queen as Queen, from Samuel Parker, as minister of foreign 
affairs; W. H. Cornwell, as minister of finance; John F. Colburo, 
as minister of the interior, and A. P. Peterson, as attorney-gen- 
eral. It thus concludes; ' 

In view ot the facta stated above, which can not be controverted, and In 
view of the (act that your Investlgationa concerning the matter are shortly 
Itkely to terminate, we, Llllnoltalanl and her cabinet, who formed the Qov- 
onuaent of the Hawaiian Islands on the ITtb ol January last havlag surren- 
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dered that Ooyenrment to the superior force of the United States ot Amertoa, 

-■ ■•--■' '- *■— * your good offlcea In Trndc' — ""■ 

■y and placo Che Qovem 



at respeetlully ask that you use your good offlcea In undoIng^ (lie ac 
"-re of your gr— " -' — "-- " — — -' * 



Hawaiian Islands as Mr. Steyens round ihem. Beliating iliat tlie principle 
of JUEllce nhicti has Brer dominated Amerlc^ miction ^vllI preyallln thUln- ■ 

Voura, respeoCtuUy 

ULIUOKALANI, B. 
SAMUEL PAKKEB. 

HinUter of Foreign Affairi. 
WM. H. COSNWELll 

Jliniitfr of Finance, 
JOHN P. COLBtTEN, 

Mini'tfr of Interior. 



Accredited to President Dole, with letters which bore aaaur- 
ances o! good taith, and, if I construe th,o language correctly, an 
implied wish tor the stahility and perpetuity of the Government 
— r which Mr. Dole presided, Commissioner Blount entered ir ' " 



Ji their ofBcial character, received a petition from 
her and them in her royal capacity and their of&ciat capacity, 
requeBting him to use hia good offices to oyorthrow tho Govern- 
inentto which he had heen accredited, a government of Amer- 
icans, of Englishmen, ol our own hlood, presided over hy a man 
of American birth or derivation, and to turc those vast LntfirestB, 
these our kith and kin, Over to the barbarous and revengeful ad- 
mi niatration of ago vernment which had been successf idly rebelled 
ag-ainstand overthrown. A more glaring diplomatic malversa- 
tion never was committed; and that it is plainly in violation of 
the statute which I have read in the hearing of the Senate can 
not, I think, be controverted for a moment. 

And upon this testimony, this history, these transactions, the 
President of the United States in his annual message states that 
Mr. Blount's report shows his conclusions to be true beyond all 
question. He states that the constitutional government ot 
Hawaii had been subverted through the active aid of the repre- 
sentative of our Government, and through the intimidation 
caused by the presence of aa armed naval force of the United 
States, which was landed for the purpose at the instance of our 
minister. His conclusion is; 
upon ihe facta dsvelopad It seemed to me the only honorable course tor 
, our GoTemment to pursue was to undo the wrong that had bees done by 
those representing U3 and to restore as far ae practicable the status eilst- 
Ine at the limo of our forcible inMrvention. WUh a view of accomplishing 
this result within the eonsiltullonal limits ot eieciitlve power, and recog- 
nizing all our obligations and reeponslMlitlea growing out ot any chaaged 
conditions brought aboutby our unjuatiilablelnieilerenoB. our present mln- 

tatecr- ="--'■•'•-'• '■-■ ' ....)- .__.._ ... . m._.„ 

farnc 

received from hi 

Now, Mr. President, Idesire to ascertain and to discuss for a 
moment from what source the President of the United States 
derived his authority to arbitrate this great question. Who 
made him and by what processes did he become the Judge of the 
case between an overthrown monarchy and arepublic which took 
its place? Much has been said about the terms of Queen Liliuo- 
kalani's abdication, but when did any falling monarch ever fail 
to file a caveat with contemporaries and posterity to that effect? 
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It, is addressed to no person. It was never formally accepted 
by mjbudy, and no convention bas ever been made between the 
Haw.dian Government wlych Mp. Cleveland, following' tbe ex- 
ample of President Harrison, has recog'oized or tlie former gov- 
ernment of tbe Queen and ourselves that sucb an arbitration 
sbiiuld take place. 

But there is a consideration back of all this, and back of any- 
thing I have said upon this subject, which to me is decisive. 
What the Queen of the Hawaiian Kingdom meant and understood 
to be meant in the letter of abdic-ition, was that the question of 
recognition was to be submitted to the United States; and 1 as- 
sert it as a sound legal proposition, in view and in the light of 
all the circumstances of this traasjotion, that the very question 
which the Presidentof the United States hits reopenod bore was 
settled when President Harrison recognized the Provisional 
GoTornnient. The act of recog'nition is all-comprehending ao 
far as bringing tt nation into existence. It is a deliberate judg- 
ment by the recognising nation that the recognized government 
has a valid right to be, has come into being rightfully, and has 
the right to continue. It is in its very nature an irrevocable 
act. Whoever heardoEanycivilizadcouutry retracting any rec- 
ognition which it had given to a foreign country? Like :m exe- 
cuted grant, it Ib incap ible of revocation because the right haa 
vested and can not be taken away. 

Queen Liliuokalanl's protest was received at the State Depart- 
ment on the 3d day of Februsu'y, 1893, aad the treaty, I think, was 
not concluded until the 13th day of that month. Her representa- 
tives were here at the time. The case was heard and determined, 
and wisely determined by President Harrison, and it does not 
lie in the capacity ol any succeeding Administration to open it 
for read judication. And the Queen passively acquiesced in that 
construction of her act of abdication, and in the conclusive ef- 
fect of President Harrison's recognition of the Provisional Gov- 
ernment, until sha was enticed to renew her claims by theaclion 
of the present Administration. 

Mr. President, it has seemed to become a propensity to restore 
royaUy, ignorant, savage, alien royalty, over American people. 
Butin these days of restoring monarchies, suppose the President 
of the United States should conceive that President Har"' ''■■' •"•■■ 



The recognition in that case was prompt. Suppose the President 
should determine to reopen the question and to send a minister 
there to stand before President Peixoto and say, "I have become 
aatislied that my predecessor was misled, that your Government 
vras not.establisued with the consent of the Brazilian people, and 
therefore you are required to relinquish your power to the lineal 
descendiint and heir of Dom Pedro, whoever he may be." 

If this power exists in the President of the United States, it 
exists in the successive Presidents to undo the act of a President 
who has recognized another government. The same thing might 
be done to President Carnot; it might have been done to Presi- 
dent Thiers, who was the first President of the now e.^isting 
French Republic. Suppose the President of the United States 
should take it into his head that tbe French Uopublic was wrong- 
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should be Bent to Franco iiccredited tcJ "his groat and good 
friend," President Carnot, with uuthority over our Army and 
Navy, and that France were in distress, and that as an emissarj 
ho should consort with Bourbons, with Orleanists, with Bona- 
partists, with anarchists, with every political element of which 
French political complexion is composed. Suppose that then, 
having so consorted as an emissary, without giving those to whom 
he was accredited a chance to be lie vrd,he should stand forth as 
anambassador before the French President and say "the Presi- 
dent of the United States is convinced that the French Republic 
was not established with the coasent of the French people; a 
great wrong has been done. Therefore, you are required to re- 
linquish the republican power which you now hold to the em- 
peror of the Bonaparte family, or the king of the French, who- 
ever he may he, of the other royal houses in the line of lineal 
descent." 

Mr. Presidottt, many questions and illustrations of this kind 
press upon the mind while one is speaking, but the limitations 
of time do not warrajit more extended remarks. They suggest 



It is said wo do not want colonies and that we do not need the 
Hawaiian Islands. I am not in favor of acolonial system such as 
Great Britain has, and such as France is striving for, but I want 
to see my country well defeuded, and her hold upon the enor- 
mous commerce of the future in the Pacific Oueim assured. 
That the Siindwich Islands were in time to be an indispensable 
element of the prosperity, protection, anddefenseof ourcountry 
has been a cardinal theory with every statesman who ever sat 
in the chair of Secretary of St:it6 from the beginning of the 
question down to the present time, the present occupant ex- 
cepted. 

Humboldt predicted seventy years ago that the greatest mari- 
time commoroe of the planet would becjirried on on the Paciac, 
If you take the globe and look north of the equator and then to 
the south of it you will see that the islands of the Pacilie Oceaa, 
except the Sandwich Islands and the Alaskan group, are south of 
the equator. Germany, France, and England have partitioned 
that archipelago south of the equator. They have hitherto 
kept their hands off the Hawaiian Islands. Those are the only 
islands of any importance north of the equator until we almost 
touch the coast of Asii, except the Alaskan group. They stand 
where commerce from the Nicarag-ua Cinal, if it shall ever be 
constructed, must touch. They stand where ships from Oallaoand 
Valparaiso must touch. They stand where every ship that goes 
from San Francisco or Victoria to New Zealand or Australia 
must touch. They are 2,100 miles from the city of San Fran- 
cisco. They are 2,100 miles from the midway island of the 
Alaskan group, an island with capacious harbors fit for a tiaval 
Station, The Russian Gtivornment, our ancient and immemorial 
friend, is building a railway across the continent of Asia des- 
tined for a port nearby; and hor relations and ours have always 
been such that, under those circumstance a, from the Hawaiian Is- 
lands, from the Alaskan islands, from San Francisco, we can 
make our commerce safe and dominate that waote of waters. 
That is the kind of acquisition and the kind ot protection I want 
for my country, its future and its commerce. 

Mr. President, this is a great question — great in its facts, 
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great in Its constitutional aspect. The American people will be 
the jud^s in this controTersy. They are adjudicating it now. 
In tha midst o£ diatress, ot financial disordei- which, the panacea 
ol legislative action has aot cured; with the mine sterile, the 
shuttle motionless, the wheel stilt, the factory gendingup neither 
pillar of cloud by day nor pillar of lire by ni^fht; with hunger 
and cold in thousands of homes; with the fear ot a relentless 
jtarty policy respecting fiDancial and economic legislation which 
threatens to intensify all this distress into a deeper agony, the 
American people have paused to consider this subject, and they 
will settle it in the sublime tribunal of the nation's judgment. 
[Applause.] 
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